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Army Maj. Gen. Stephen Lyons speaks during a news conference at the base in Fort Lee, Va., Monday, Aug. 25,2014. A female soldier with a gun inside a key build¬ 
ing at the Army base turned the weapon on herself, causing a fatal injury, but didn’t wound any others as the heavily trafficked base temporarily went on lockdown 
Monday. 

(AP Photo/Steve Helber) 


MICHAEL FELBERBAUM 

Associated Press 

FORT LEE, Virginia (AP) — 

An enraged U.S. soldier 
with a gun died Monday 
after barricading herself 


in an office inside a major 
command’s headquarters, 
throwing objects and then 
shooting herself in the head 
as law enforcement offi¬ 
cials tried to negotiate with 


her, the Army said. 

Officials at Fort Lee said the 
solider was pronounced 
dead Monday after being 
taken to Virginia Common¬ 
wealth University Medical 


Center. No other injuries 
were reported in the morn¬ 
ing shooting. The heavily- 
trafficked Fort Lee base 
went on lockdown while 
she was barricaded on the 


third floor of the four-story 
building that houses the Ar¬ 
my’s Combined Arms Sup¬ 
port Command. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Syria warns US: No unilateral strikes on militants 


RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syria said 
Monday it was ready to 
help confront the rising 
threat from the Islamic 
State group, but warned 
the United States against 
carrying out airstrikes with¬ 
out Damascus’ consent, 
saying any such attack 
would be considered an 
aggression. 

In seeking to portray itself 
as a partner for the inter¬ 
national community, Syria 
seemed intent on capitaliz¬ 
ing on the growing clamor 
among some U.S. officials, 
including military leaders, 
to expand the current 
American air campaign 
against the Islamic extrem¬ 
ists in Iraq and to hit them in 
Syria as well. 

President Barack Obama 
has long been wary of 
getting dragged into the 
bloody and complex Syr¬ 
ian civil war that the Unit¬ 
ed Nations says has killed 
more than 190,000 people. 
He has resisted interven¬ 
ing militarily in the con¬ 
flict, even after a deadly 
chemical weapons attack 
a year ago that Washing¬ 
ton blamed on President 
Bashar Assad’s govern- 


PARIS (AP) — Paris cel¬ 
ebrated on Monday the 
70th anniversary of its liber¬ 
ation after four years in the 
grip of the occupying Na¬ 
zis, with President Francois 
Hollande saying France 
now has a moral obligation 
to answer the call of those 
under the boot of dicta¬ 
tors or barbarism like the Is¬ 
lamic State group that has 
conquered large swaths of 
Syria and Iraq. 

In a speech at Paris’ ornate 
City Hall, Hollande said the 
uprising of the citizens of 
Paris a week before the 
Aug. 25, 1944, liberation 
has a modern-day mes¬ 
sage for those fighting 
dictatorships, trying to pre¬ 
serve democracy or call¬ 
ing for help. “It is from Paris 
that democracies seek 
protection from terror. It is 
to Paris that today the Iraqi 
people and all the minori¬ 
ties persecuted by the bar¬ 
barous Islamic State turn,” 


ment. 

But the extremist group's 
rampage across wide 
swaths of Iraq, 
declaration of a state gov¬ 


erned by their harsh inter¬ 
pretation of Islamic law in 
territory spanning the Iraq- 
Syria border, and grisly be¬ 
heading of an American 
journalist, 

have injected a new dy¬ 
namic into those calcula¬ 
tions. Now, Obama faces 
pressure from his own mili¬ 
tary leaders to go after the 
extremists inside Syria. 


Hollande said. “We must 
answer those calls. Our his¬ 
tory commands it,” he said. 
France has furnished Iraqi 
Kurds with weapons to bet¬ 
ter fight the Islamic State 
group going after Christians 
and Yazidi minorities in the 
area and taken in dozens 
of Yazidis. 


Speaking in Damascus, 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Walid al-Moallem ap¬ 
peared acutely aware of 
how much has changed 


since last August, when 
the U.S. was threatening to 
carry out punitive airstrikes 
against Assad's govern¬ 
ment in the wake of the 
chemical attack. 

Since then, global disap¬ 
proval has shifted away 
from Assad and toward the 
Islamic extremists who are 
fighting him and spread¬ 
ing destruction across Syria 


The French president also 
updated the message 
of the Paris Liberation for 
“people in Europe who 
despair at this time,” as na¬ 
tions like France confront 
zero growth, high unem¬ 
ployment and unpopular 
measures to put the coun¬ 
try back on its feet. 


and Iraq. 

Al-Moallem told reporters 
his government is ready 
“to cooperate and coor¬ 
dinate” with any side, in- 


(AP Photo/SANA) 

eluding the U.S., or join any 
regional or international al¬ 
liance against the Islamic 
State group. 

But he said any military ac¬ 
tion inside Syria should be 
coordinated with the Syr¬ 
ian government. 

“Any strike which is not co¬ 
ordinated with the govern¬ 
ment will be considered as 
aggression,” he said.Q 


Hollande made no refer¬ 
ence to an announce¬ 
ment from his office ear¬ 
lier in fhe day fhat Prime 
Minister Manuel Vails has 
been instructed to form a 
new government by Tues¬ 
day following criticism of its 
economic policies by the 
economy ministerO 


CARIBBEAN 
NEWS BEAT 

Officials seize 
cocaine haul at 
Jamaica ports 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaican authorities 
said Monday they have 
seized a large haul of co¬ 
caine hidden in a shipping 
container at the capital’s 
seaport. 

The Jamaican Constabu¬ 
lary Force said in a state¬ 
ment that officers seized 
267 pounds (121 kilograms) 
of packaged cocaine 
stuffed in black bags 
among a shipment of lum¬ 
ber. 

The shipping container at 
Kingston’s wharves origi¬ 
nated in the South Ameri¬ 
can country of Suriname 
and was destined for Chi¬ 
na. 

Police put the estimated 
street value of the seized 
drugs at nearly $1.3 million. 
There have been no ar¬ 
rests. Police characterized 
the bust as “major" and 
said it was made Sunday 
during a routine search op¬ 
eration. 

Costa Rica cops 
seize cocaine, 
§1.5 M in cash 

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) 

— Costa Rican authorities 
say they have seized a 
small plane carrying $1.5 
million in cash and 880 
pounds (400 kilograms) of 
cocaine. Officials also de¬ 
tained four Costa Rican 
and two Mexican men. 
Costa Rica’s Judicial In¬ 
vestigation Police said in 
a statement Monday the 
plane traveled from Gua¬ 
temala and landed at a 
clandestine landing strip 
in Guanacaste province, 
where four men were 
ready to load the drugs 
when officials arresfed 
them. 

Officials say fhe men had 
planned fo fly the small 
plane back to Guatemala 
and then to Mexico. 

They say the Sunday sei¬ 
zures and arrests are the 
result of a two-month 
investigation.^ 


France marks 70th anniversary of Paris Liberation 



A light show is projected on the Paris City Hall, Monday, Aug.25, 2014 during a ceremony in rec¬ 
ognition of the Aug. 25,1944 liberation of the capital by American and French troops. 

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 



Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem speaks during a press conference on the threat posed 
by the Islamic State group, in Damascus, Syria on Monday, August 25, 2014. Al-Moallem warned 
the U.S. not to conduct airstrikes inside Syria against the Islamic State group without Damascus’ 
consent, saying any such attack would be considered an aggression. 
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Mourners urge black Americans to take action 


JIMSUHR 
Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Mourners 
gathered Monday to re¬ 
member Michael Brown in 
an emotional service that 
consecrated the killing of 
the black 18-year-old by a 
white police officer as an¬ 
other in the long history of 
the civil rights movement, 
and implored black Ameri¬ 
cans to change their pro¬ 
test chants into law. 

The crowd of more than 
4,500 people included the 
parents of Trayvon Martin, 
the unarmed 17-year-old 
African-American fatally 
shot by a neighborhood 
watch volunteer in Florida, 
along with a cousin of Em- 
mitt Till, a 14-year-old mur¬ 
dered by several white 
men while visiting Mississip¬ 
pi in 1955. Till’s killing galva¬ 
nized the civil rights move¬ 
ment. 

“Show up at the voting 
booths. Let your voices be 
heard, and let everyone 
know that we have had 
enough of all of this," said 
Eric Davis, one of Brown’s 
cousins. 

Also in attendance were 
several White House aides, 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
moviemaker Spike Lee, en¬ 
tertainer Sean Combs and 
some children of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King. 

Civil rights leader Rev. Al 
Sharpton showed up at the 
funeral to call for a move¬ 
ment that seeks to clean 
up police forces and the 
communities they serve. 
“We're not anti-police. We 
respect police. But those 
police that are wrong 
need to be dealt with just 
like those in our community 
that are wrong need to be 
dealt with,” Sharpton said. 
Two uncles remembered 
how Brown had once pre¬ 
dicted that someday the 
whole world would know 
his name. 

“He did not know he was 
offering up a divine proph¬ 
ecy,” Bernard Ewing said. 
The service at Friendly 
Temple Missionary Baptist 
Church in St. Louis at times 
seemed like a cross be¬ 
tween a gospel revival and 
a rock concert. It began 
with upbeat music punc¬ 
tuated by clapping. Some 
people danced in place. 


The Rev. Charles Ewing, the 
uncle who delivered the 
eulogy, said Brown “pro¬ 
phetically spoke his de¬ 
mise.” And now his blood 
is “crying from the ground. 


Crying for vengeance. Cry¬ 
ing for justice.” 

Poster-size photos of Brown, 
wearing headphones, were 
on each side of the casket. 


GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A sus¬ 
pect in a series of shootings 
that killed three people 
and four people within the 
span of an hour Sunday 
in the northern suburbs of 
Los Angeles was taken into 
custody following a stand¬ 
off, police said. 

The suspect was taken into 
custody by SWAT officers 
after holing himself in a 
house for about an hour, 
Capt. William Hayes said. 
He declined to say what 
led officers to the house or 
whether any evidence was 
found inside. Witness had 
reported seeing two men 


which had a St. Louis Cardi¬ 
nals ball cap atop it. Large 
projection screens showed 
a photo of him clutching his 
high school diploma while 
wearing a cap and gown. 


Two days after his death, 
he had been scheduled to 
start training to become a 
heating and air-condition¬ 
ing technician. 


in a tan- or gold-colored 
SUV at two of the three 
crime scenes in the San Fer¬ 
nando Valley area. How¬ 
ever, Hayes declined to say 
whether a second suspect 
remained at large. 

“I can’t tell you whether 
there was a second in¬ 
dividual; we’re following 
all clues and leads at this 
time,” he said late Sunday. 
Police said the victims ap¬ 
peared to be randomly 
targeted by the same gun¬ 
men because the same 
type of weapon was used 
in the morning attacks and 
the suspect shot at victims 
from inside a car. 

In the first attack, a family 


Brown, who was to be bur¬ 
ied in a St. Louis cemetery, 
was unarmed when he was 
killed. A grand jury is consid¬ 
ering evidence in the case, 
and a federal investigation 


is also underway. 

Police have said a scuffle 
broke ouf Aug. 9 after of¬ 
ficer Darren Wilson told 
Brown and a friend to move 


of five riding in a car to at¬ 
tend church was struck by 
gunfire at 5:50 a.m. in San 
Fernando. The family had 
pulled over after noticing 
the suspect driving errati¬ 
cally when they were shot, 
Sgt. Frank Preciado, a po¬ 
lice spokesman, said. 

A woman in her 20s was 
killed, her mother and fa¬ 
ther were critically wound¬ 
ed and two children sus¬ 
tained minor injuries from 
either bullet fragments or 
broken glass, Preciado 
said. 

About 40 minutes later, a 
man was fatally shot at a 
park. Then 15 minutes later 
and less than 5 miles (8 kilo- 


out of the street and onto a 
sidewalk in the St. Louis sub¬ 
urb of Ferguson. Police said 
Wilson was pushed into his 
squad car and physically 
assaulted. Some witness¬ 


es have reported seeing 
Brown’s arms in the air in 
an act of surrender. An au¬ 
topsy found he was shof at 
least six times. □ 


meters) away, a woman in 
her late 50s who was sitting 
in a parked car by a church 
was shot in the head. 
Preciado said she may 
have been waiting for 
someone, but he didn't 
have more details. 

The shootings triggered an 
intense investigation and 
prompted the Los Angeles 
Police Department and Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department to step up pa¬ 
trols on the street. 
Investigators were looking 
into whether Sunday's at¬ 
tacks were related to at 
least two shootings ear¬ 
lier in the week, Preciado 
said.Q 



Michael Brown Sr. yells out as the casket is lowered during the funeral service for his son Michael Brown in Normandy, Mo., 
Monday, Aug. 25, 2014. Hundreds of people gathered to say goodbye to Michael Brown, the 18-year-old shot and killed Aug. 9 in 
a confrontation with a police officer that fueled almost two weeks of street protests. 

(AP Photo/New York Times, Richard Perry, Pool) 


Suspect in Los Angeles-area shootings detained 
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US soldier dies after shooting herself in Virginia 


Continued on Page 4 


About 1,100 people were 
inside, but no one else was 
hurt, officials at Fort Lee 
said. 

“This situation could've 
been worse," Maj. Gen. 
Stephen R. Lyons, who took 
over as commanding gen¬ 
eral of CASC on Friday, 
said earlier Monday. 

The Army did not identify 
the soldier. 

The soldier was a sergeant 
1st class who has been in 
the Army for 14 years and 
at Fort Lee for three, Lyons 
said. Her gun was not a ser¬ 
vice weapon, he said. 

“We are sad for our sol¬ 
dier in arms that she faced 
those kinds of challenges 
she had to resort to those 
kinds of actions,” Lyons 
said. 

He said officials did not 


was consistent with her 
personality. 

Fort Lee reopened and 
normal operations re¬ 
sumed within an hour of 
the incident, Lyons said, 
with trucks and cars enter¬ 
ing and exiting the base. 
The main gate — closest 
to the scene — continued 
to control traffic, but other 
gates were operating as 
normal. 

The daily population at 
Fort Lee —130 miles (200 
miles) from Washington 
— is about 34,000, with 
members from all branch¬ 
es, their families, civilians 
and contractors. Fort Lee’s 
website says the installation 
has seen enormous growth 
and renovations over the 
past decade as a result of 
realignment and closures 
of bases across the U.SO 


Security guards open a gate for motorist at the visitor entrance to Fort Lee, Va., Monday, Aug. 25, 
2014. A female soldier with a gun inside a key building at a Virginia Army base turned the weapon 
on herself, causing a fatal injury, but didn't wound any others as the heavily trafficked base tem¬ 
porarily went on lockdown Monday. 

(AP Photo/Steve Helber) 




US: Bin Laden son-in-law must get life in prison 


know whether she was be¬ 
ing treated for any mental 
health issues and could not 
speculate whether drugs 
or alcohol might have 
been a factor. 

Lyons described the soldier 
as upset and enraged dur¬ 
ing the incident but said he 
couldn’t say whether that 


LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Osama 
bin Laden’s son-in-law 
should be sentenced to life 
in prison for his role as al- 
Qaida’s spokesman after 


the Sept. 11 attacks, when 
he made “bone-chilling 
threats” against America, 
prosecutors said in court 
papers filed Monday. 

The government said a life 
sentence for Sulaiman Abu 


Ghaith, whose words were 
“inciting, murderous, and 
hateful,” would send an im¬ 
portant deterrent message 
to would-be terrorists. 
“Terrorism is a crime with 
high recidivism rates and 


rehabilitation is notoriously 
difficult,” prosecutors said. 
The papers were filed 
in U.S. District Court in Man¬ 
hattan a month before 
a sentencing scheduled 
for Sept. 23. Abu Ghaith's 
defense lawyer, Stanley 
Cohen, had urged Judge 
Lewis A. Kaplan earlier this 
month to sentence his cli¬ 
ent to 15 years in prison, 
saying it was sufficient. 

Abu Ghaith was convicted 
in March of charges that 
included conspiracy to kill 
Americans and providing 
support to al-Qaida. 

Abu Ghaith is a Kuwaiti- 


Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


The Residences are exclusive luxurious 

full ownership condominiums nestled within the lush greens of The 
Links at Divi Aruba golf course, offering you the choice of luxurious: 
Studio, One, Two, Three and Four Bedroom Condominiums. Our 4 
Bedroom Condominium offers 5 full bathrooms, and an occupancy 
capacity for 10 - 12 . 


Whether you're a first time visitor to the island, or you vacation in Aruba every 
year, we invite you to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation destinations of 
your life. We are the Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addition to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, 
and the Alhambra Casino Shops & Restaurants. For years we’ve offered high quality 
all inclusive and timeshare vacations. Many of our guests have found that one vacation 
to Aruba per year is simply not enough! Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 


You can now purchase your own condominium and still enjoy the Resort amenities 
of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, visit our Sales Office located in 
the Golf Clubhouse at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. For questions or to 
schedule your appointment to view a condominium: 

Call +297 735 5252 or +297 735 5300 
Email: salesfBdiviarubaresidences.com 
Website: www.diviarubaresidences.com 

Make your second home Aruba! 




4 bedroom 
South Wing 

274-2 sq. m. / 
2950.3 sq. ft. 


AMENITIES: 

Shaded parking space with electrical 
outlet 

Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra 
Casino and Mall 
Membership with RCI vacation 
exchange program 
Complimentary use of fitness center 
Complimentary use of beach chairs 


Beach towels service 

24/7 Security 

Garbage collection 

Green keeping 

Condo Liaison on duty 

Discounted green fees 

Complimentary use of driving range 

Preferred tee times 

Divi managed rental program 


In their papers, prosecutors 
said Abu Ghaith “proudly 
sat at bin Laden’s right 
hand” after the Sept. 11 
attacks, repeatedly par¬ 
ticipating in videos aimed 
at recruiting more people 
to al-Qaida. 

“Abu Ghayth repeatedly 
made unambiguous and 
bone-chilling threats that 
al Qaeda would continue 
to conduct terrorist attacks 
using airplanes,” prosecu¬ 
tors wrote. □ 


born imam who married 
bin Laden's eldest daugh¬ 
ter about five years ago. 
He is the highest-ranking 
al-Qaida figure brought to 
trial on U.S. soil since the 
2001 attacks. 































































Russian tourist charged in Brooklyn Bridge climb 



Yaroslav Kolchin, right, is arraigned in Brooklyn Criminal Court, Monday, Aug. 25, 2014, in the 
Brooklyn borough of New York. Kolchin a Russian tourist has been accused of climbing to the top 
of the Brooklyn Bridge and is facing reckless endangerment and trespass charges. 

(AP Photo/The Daily News, Alec Tabak, Pool) 


RACHELLE BLIDNER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Russian 
tourist climbed to the top 
of the Brooklyn Bridge to 


take pictures for fun in the 
New York City landmark's 
second security breach in 
a month, authorities said 
Monday. 


Yaroslav Kolchin was 
charged with reckless en¬ 
dangerment, trespassing 
and disorderly conduct. 
Police said they spotted the 


Perry seek dismissal of abuse-of-power case 


DAVID MONTGOMERY 
© 2014 New York Times 
AUSTIN, Texas - Defense 
lawyers for Gov. Rick Perry 
of Texas on Monday sought 
to throw out a felony abuse- 
of-power case against him, 
calling it an unconstitution¬ 
al prosecution that would 
set a dangerous precedent 
for future governors. 

The motion was the first le¬ 
gal filing in what has largely 
been a public relations of¬ 
fensive waged by Perry 
and his defense team to 
cast the two-count indict¬ 
ment as an outrageous po¬ 
litical assault. 

The indictment, returned by 
a grand jury in Travis Coun¬ 
ty just over a week ago, 
stems from Perry's efforts to 


force the resignation of the 
county’s district attorney, 
Rosemary Lehmberg, after 
she was arrested on drunk¬ 
en-driving charges in April 
2013. Perry is charged with 
threatening to veto fund¬ 
ing to the office’s anfi-cor- 
rupfion unit unless she quit, 
a threat that he ultimately 
carried out with a veto that 
blocked $7.5 million in state 
money. 

In their motion. Perry’s law¬ 
yers asked Judge Bert Rich¬ 
ardson, a Republican, to 
“bar the prosecution” by 
dismissing what they called 
a “fatally defective” indict¬ 
ment. The filing was 60 pag¬ 
es long, including attach¬ 
ments, and was signed by 
David Botsford of Austin, 
one of Perry’s five lawyers. 


The lawyers said that the 
indictment seeks to crimi¬ 
nalize a governor’s veto 
power, which they called 
a “key limitation on leg¬ 
islative power" and “an 
integral component” in 
the checks and balances 
between the branches of 
government. 

“Subjecting any sitting gov¬ 
ernor to a criminal pros¬ 
ecution and injecting the 
judiciary into a political 
dispute would be an un¬ 
precedented assault on 
this cherished separation of 
powers and would impose 
an intolerable and incalcu¬ 
lable chilling effect on the 
free exercise of legitimate 
constitutional powers by 
future governors," the law¬ 
yers declared. 


24-year-old ascending a 
cable at about 12:15 p.m. 
(Sunday. Authorities say the 
Moscow man reached the 
top of the tower, took pic¬ 
tures with his smartphone 
and was arrested as he de¬ 
scended. 

He told police he did it for 
fun, according to a court 
complaint. 

On July 22, two American 
flags were swiped from the 
bridge and replaced with 
white ones, prompting se¬ 
curity concerns. Two Ger¬ 
man artists took credit for 
the stunt. Their comments 
and the case are still be¬ 
ing investigated by police, 
who have not arrested 
anyone in the flag swap. 
New York Police Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Detec¬ 
tive James Duffy said in an 


email. 

Prosecutors Kolchin's his 
arrest required a “high al¬ 
location of resources.” He 
posed a danger to the 
high volume of pedestrians 
gathered who passed be¬ 
neath him on a warm and 
sunny Sunday afternoon, 
they said. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
the city is launching a “full 
scale review” of security 
at the bridge but assured 
New Yorkers that they are 
being kept safe. 

“You can hold me ac¬ 
countable and (Police) 
Commissioner (William) 
Bratton accountable,” the 
mayor said. “We are in the 
process of making chang¬ 
es in the way we protect 
the bridges that are our re¬ 
sponsibility." 
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Same owner s rf Driftwood Seafood Restaurant. 

Wfe fish cur own daily fish so we serve the freshest 
cuality seafood on the Island. 

The Best prices on the Island! 



NO SERVICE CHARGE 

Open for Lunch + Dinner 
11:30am • 10:30pm 
Monday CLOSED 


We are located close to the High + Low Rise Hotels 

Reservation Suggested 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM fc SWING 

DAILY 9am-1pm $60 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE I DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp I DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp 

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations paa 04A7/EQ0 7QCO 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOO O I Uf /Ov6 a 0O0 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


Businesses: Quake cleanup shouldn’t deter tourists 


ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
LISA LEFF 
Associated Press 
NAPA, California (AP) 

— Businesses in California’s 
wine capital on Monday 
mopped up thousands of 
dollars in high-end vintag¬ 
es, swept glass from ghostly 
downtown streets ordinar¬ 
ily bustling with tourists and 
rushed to reopen in ad¬ 
vance of the summer's last 
holiday weekend, following 
a severe earthquake that 
damaged wineries, historic 
buildings and hotels. 

With the dust still settling 
from Sunday's magni- 
tude-6.0 temblor centered 
near the city of Napa, gov¬ 
ernment and tourism offi¬ 
cials assessing its economic 
and structural impact en¬ 
couraged visitors to keep 
flocking to the charming 
towns, tasting rooms, res¬ 
taurants and spas that drive 
the Napa Valley economy. 
While cleanup will take time 
and broken water mains 
remained a problem, they 
said, the worst damage 
and disruption was con¬ 
fined to the city's down¬ 
town, where a post office, 
library and a 141-room ho¬ 
tel were among 150 homes 
and buildings deemed un¬ 
safe to occupy. 

The strongest earthquake 
to hit the San Francisco Bay 
Area in a quarter-century 
also caused several in¬ 
juries, triggered fires that 
destroyed or damaged six 
mobile homes, and rup¬ 
tured gas lines. 

“Clearly, we are concerned 
that people are going to 
see that it was a catastro¬ 
phe, and it certainly wasn’t 
good, but it wasn’t a ca¬ 
tastrophe by any means,” 
Clay Gregory, president of 
tourism organization Visit 


Napa Valley, said as work¬ 
ers at a shuttered down¬ 
town visitor’s center up¬ 
dated lists of open wineries 
and surveyed hotels about 
cancellations. “The real 
story is that it has impacted 
a very small part of the val¬ 
ley.” 


In Napa Valley, two hotels 
and 12 wineries were still 
closed Monday, as well as 
many of the businesses- 
downtown, he said. 

Local officials have an 
early working estimate that 
Napa Valley suffered $1 bil¬ 
lion in property damage, 
but they hope the long¬ 
term economic impact of 
the quake to businesses will 
be modest, Napa County 
Supervisor Bill Dodd said. 
He said 80 percent of the 
valley’s 500 or so wineries 
were unaffected. 

If people “think Napa is 


devastated, it’s anything 
but devastated. We’re only 
24 hours out from an earth¬ 
quake, and we’re on our 
way back,” Dodd said. 
CoreLogic Eqecat, which 
models economic losses 
from disasters, estimates 
that insured losses from the 


earthquake could range 
from $500 million to $1 bil¬ 
lion. Vineyards have al¬ 
ready started to harvest 
their grapes, crush them 
and store the juice. If the 
earthquake had hap¬ 
pened before the harvest, 
Eqecat notes, the losses 
would have been lower. 
The wine business and as¬ 
sociated tourist crowds 
represent a bulk of Napa 
County’s economy. Visit 
Napa Valley estimates that 
3 million tourists spend $1.4 
billion a year within the 
county. The Napa Valley 


Vintners trade association 
says the industry gener¬ 
ates more than $13 billion 
of economic activity each 
year, including 46,000 local 
jobs. 

The Napa Valley Wine Train, 
which offers tourists a three- 
hour journey through 18 


miles (28 kilometers) of wine 
country, canceled its ser¬ 
vice Monday but planned 
to resume trips Tuesday. 
Other tour operators said 
they were taking it one day 
at a time, readjusting tours 
as each winery decides 
when to reopen. 

“We've definitely had to 
make some last-minute ad¬ 
justments for this week as 
people are assessing dam¬ 
age,” said Sherry Laseke, 
whose family owns Saint 
Helena Wine Tours, a bou¬ 
tique luxury tour operator. 
“Everybody is dealing with 


broken glass.” 

The 19th-century stone- 
and-masonry Victorian 
buildings that form the core 
of Napa’s downtown, and 
are part of the town’s at¬ 
traction to tourists, were hit 
the hardest by Sunday's 
earthquake. That included 
the Andaz Hotel, which suf¬ 
fered water damage and 
was declared uninhabit¬ 
able on Sunday because 
of falling roof debris. 

Front desk host Omar Hurta¬ 
do stood outside with a 
push broom Monday, hold¬ 
ing the door for the newly 
hired cleanup crews that 
had replaced the guests 
evacuated after the earth¬ 
quake. The hotel is hoping 
city inspectors will clear it to 
reopen by the end of the 
week, he said. 

“This is the time of year 
when we are sold out every 
night practically,” Hurtado 
said, noting that the Au¬ 
gust, September and Oc¬ 
tober grape harvest rep¬ 
resents the busiest time of 
year for both vintners and 
the visitors who come from 
all over the world to see 
them work. 

Even with the earthquake 
making headlines and the 
hotel closed, people have 
been calling all day for res¬ 
ervations, he said. 

“It looks like everybody is 
OK with what happened. 
They'll come back,” Hurta¬ 
do said. 

Cynthia Kroll, an economist 
with the Association of Bay 
Area Governments who 
studied the economic im¬ 
pact of the Bay Area’s last 
big earthquake 25 years 
ago, agreed. Napa might 
have some immediate 
harm, but “I certainly don’t 
expect it to have any long¬ 
term effects on the area." 



Jeremy Weiss, left, and cellar worker Adam Craig, right, look over some of the hundreds of earth¬ 
quake damaged wine barrels that covered and toppled a pair of forklifts at the Kieu Hoang Win¬ 
ery Monday, Aug. 25, 2014, in Napa, Calif. 

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg) 
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Sales of new American homes fall 2.4% in July 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Few¬ 
er Americans bought new 
homes in July, evidence 
that the housing sector is 
struggling to gain traction 
more than five years into 
the economic recovery. 
The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Monday that 
new-home sales fell 2.4 
percent last month to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 412,000. The report 
also revised up the June 
sales rate to 422,000 from 
406,000. 

New-home sales plunged 
30.8 percent in the North¬ 
east, followed by smaller 
drop-offs in fhe Midwesf 
and West. Purchases were 
up 8.1 percent in the South, 
a region that usually ac¬ 
counts for more than half 
of all new-home sales. 
Inventory of new homes 
on the market rose to 
six months, a level last 
reached in October 2011. 
The median price of a 
new home last month was 
$269,800, up 2.9 percent 
over the past 12 months. 
But the steady rebound in 


construction coming out 
of the Great Recession has 
stalled. Sales lost much of 
their momentum begin¬ 
ning last October, derailed 
by modest wage growth, 
a bump in mortgage rates 
and many builders focusing 
more on rental apartments 
and high-end homes for 
wealthier buyers. 

The monthly sales data can 
be extremely volatile, yet 
the trend line shows that 
the market for new homes 
is “running in place,” said 
Richard Moody, chief 
economist at Regions Fi¬ 
nancial. 

“The sales rate basically 
has not budged over the 
past ten months,” Moody 
said. 

The Monday sales data 
dampened enthusiasm 
over other recent reports 
that the pace of buying 
has recently improved. 

“This is a softer report than 
expected and suggests 
housing demand has sta¬ 
bilized in recent quarters, 
as opposed to improving," 
said Michael Gapen, an 
analyst at the bank Bar¬ 
clays. 


Deals free many TV reruns 
for digital cable broadcast 


BROOKS BARNES 
© 2014 New York Times 
LOS ANGELES - Thousands 
of hours of television pro¬ 
gramming are becoming 
available to rerun on digital 
networks and cable chan¬ 
nels after new residual 
agreements between stu¬ 
dios and Hollywood’s three 
largest guilds. 

The shows now freed from 
“residual gridlock” include 
old broadcast series like 
“Charlie’s Angels” and 
“The Flying Nun” and new¬ 
er made-for-cable pro¬ 
grams like “Breaking Bad" 
and “Sons of Anarchy," 
according to John Weiser, 
president of U.S. distribution 
for Sony Pictures Television. 
“When you add up all the 
extra money guilds and 
their members will make 
and the benefit to studios 
and to the acquiring net¬ 
works, this is an important 
business breakthrough," 


Weiser said in a telephone 
interview Monday. “The 
guilds were open to it be¬ 
cause they fully understand 
how the TV landscape 
is evolving,” he added. 
“They also know there are 
fans who want to see this 
material.” 

Weiser presented the resid¬ 
uals changes to the three 
organizations on behalf of 
the Alliance of Motion Pic¬ 
ture and Television Produc¬ 
ers. 

The guilds are the Direc¬ 
tors Guild of America, the 
Writers Guild of America 
and SAG-AFTRA, which 
represents actors and 
other broadcast workers. 
The last of those three or¬ 
ganizations, SAG-AFTRA, 
or the Screen Actors Guild 
- American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists, 
approved the changes Fri¬ 
day as part of a three-year 
contract. □ 



A new home for sale in the Winthrop subdivision in Riverview, 
Fla. The Commerce Department said Monday, Aug. 25, 2014, 
that new-home sales fell 2.4 percent last month to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 412,000. 

(AP Photo/Chris O’Meara) 


Sales of existing homes 
rose 2.4 percent in July to 
a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 5.15 million, the 
National Association of Re¬ 
altors reported last week. 
That’s the fourth consecu¬ 
tive monthly increase and 
the highest annual rate 
since September of last 
year. 


The report showed that 
“distressed" sales are mak¬ 
ing up a lower share of pur¬ 
chases. Sales are distressed 
when they are the result 
of foreclosures or involve 
homes for which the seller 
owed more on the mort¬ 
gage than the home was 
worth. 

Distressed sales accounted 


for 9 percent of the pur¬ 
chases in July — the lowest 
share since the association 
began tracking the figure 
in October 2008. Distressed 
sales, which tend to drag 
down neighborhood pric¬ 
es, accounted for 36 per¬ 
cent of sales in 2009. 
Separately, construction 
starts climbed 15.7 percent 
in July to a seasonally ad¬ 
justed annual rate of 1.1 
million homes, the govern¬ 
ment said. Applications for 
building permits, a gauge 
of future activity, also rose 
last month. 

But much of the construc¬ 
tion gains came from the 
apartments sector, which 
experienced a 33 per¬ 
cent increase last month. 
By contrast, single-family 
home construction rose 8.3 
percent. Also, the National 
Association of Home Build¬ 
ers and Wells Fargo’s index 
of builder sentiment rose in 
August to 55, up two points 
from a revised 53 for July. 
Readings above 50 indi¬ 
cate more builders view 
sales conditions as improv¬ 
ing. □ 
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New York's 350th Birthday Party? Your invitation wasn’t lost 


SAM ROBERTS 
© 2014 New York Times 

NEW YORK - On Aug. 26, 
1664, 350 years ago Tues¬ 
day, a flotilla of four British 
frigates led by the Guinea, 
which was manned by 
150 sailors and conveying 
300 redcoats, anchored 
ominously in Gravesend 
Bay off Brooklyn, between 
Coney Island and the Nar¬ 
rows. 

Over the next 13 days, the 
soldiers would disembark 
and muster at a ferry land¬ 
ing located roughly where 
the River Cafe is moored 
today, and two of the war¬ 
ships would sail to the Bat¬ 
tery and train their cannon 
on Fort Amsterdam on the 
southern tip of Manhattan. 
Finally, on Sept. 8, the 
largely defenseless settle¬ 
ment tolerated a swift and 
bloodless regime change: 
New Amsterdam was im¬ 
mediately renamed New 
York. It would evolve into a 
jewel of the British Empire, 
endowed with a collective 
legacy - its roots indelibly 
Dutch - that distinguished it 
from every other American 
colony. 

Do not take it personally, 
though, if you have not 
been invited to the 350th 
birthday party. None is 
scheduled in the city. 
Neither the British nor the 
Dutch are planning any of¬ 
ficial commemoration. Nor 
is Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

The reasons behind New 
Yorkers' nearly unanimous 
indifference are, well, his¬ 
torical, chief among them 
an ambivalence toward 
the British and a dispassion 
for the past. 

Until around the time of 
World War I, Evacuation 
Day, which marked the 
belated departure of Eng¬ 
lish troops from New York 
after the American Revo¬ 
lution (on Nov. 25, 1783), 
was celebrated with con¬ 


siderable brio, especially 
when compared with the 
periodic commemorations 
of 1664 anniversaries. 

In 1974, Paul O'Dwyer, the 
Irish-born and Anglopho¬ 
bic president of the New 
York City Council, seized 
upon the 700th anniversary 


of the founding of Amster¬ 
dam in the Netherlands to 
actually expunge “1664” 
from the city’s official seal 
and flag and replace it 
with 1625, to coincide with 
the arrival of the Dutch. 
Alluding to the current lack 
of any hullabaloo, Michael 
Miscione, the Manhattan 
borough historian, said, 
“This year, Paul O'Dwyer is 
smiling in his grave.” 

Mike Wallace, a City Uni¬ 
versity historian and a co¬ 
author of “Gotham: A His¬ 
tory of New York to 1898,” 
said the British might have 


their own reasons not to 
observe the milestone. 

“I doubt the English see 
this as something to carry 
on about, particularly at 
a moment of the Scotch 
independence drive," he 
said. “I'm trying to imag¬ 
ine what it would look like: 


a re-enactment of British 
ships threatening to bom¬ 
bard the Wall Street area? 
But nothing actually hap¬ 
pened, not a shot fired, 
except for Peter Stuyves- 
ant’s temper tantrum. Not 
sparky stuff. 

Lowering a Dutch flag 
somewhere and raising a 
British one instead? Doesn't 
set the pulse a-pounding." 
Nor, apparently, did the 
anniversary inspire much 
celebration in the past. 

In 1914, New York City 
chose not to commemo¬ 
rate its 250th birthday, in¬ 


stead honoring the 300th 
anniversary of the charter¬ 
ing of the New Netherlands 
Co. In 1964, 

fewer than 300 people 
showed up at Bowling 
Green for a party thrown 
by the Mayor's Committee 
for the 300th Anniversary of 


the Founding of the City of 
New York. 

The mayor, Robert F. Wag¬ 
ner Jr., was not among 
them; however, a George 
Washington look-alike was. 
This year, the typically un¬ 
demonstrative British have 
no plans to mark the occa¬ 
sion, perhaps mindful that 
in 1673 they proved no 
better at defending Man¬ 
hattan when the Dutch 
attacked and that a little 
over a century later they 
were kicked out of the 
country altogether. 

The impact of the transfer 


of power after four de¬ 
cades of Dutch rule is still 
debated. 

“The names, the court sys¬ 
tem and the language 
changed, 

but the tolerance, aspi- 
rational spirit, geography 
and diversity remained 
the same,” said Kenneth 
T. Jackson, a Columbia 
University historian and the 
editor of “The Encyclope¬ 
dia of New York City.” 
Wallace described the 
shift as “hugely significant," 
saying that because 
“it moved New Amsterdam 
out of the declining Dutch 
empire, in which it was a 
decided backwater, into 
the rising British Empire, in 
which it became a very 
important provincial port.” 
Russell Shorto, the author of 
“The Island at the Center of 
the World,” agreed. 

“The Dutch brought their 
pragmatic tolerance and 
their aggressive free-trad¬ 
ing sensibility," Shorto said. 
“Those two forces got 
fused into the bedrock of 
Manhattan Island. 

When the English took over, 
they saw that the island 
was functioning like no oth¬ 
er place in North America. 
So they kept things more or 
less intact." 

“By the time of the great 
waves of immigration in the 
19th century, newcomers 
arriving in Manhattan saw 
a teeming mix of people 
all getting ahead by what 
we would call upward mo¬ 
bility,” he added. 

“They decided it was 
America. It wasn’t Ameri¬ 
ca: It was New York. 

And it was New York be¬ 
cause it had been New 
Amsterdam. But as they 
slowly migrated farther 
west, all the way to the Pa¬ 
cific, they brought some of 
that sensibility with them. 
And so they made it part 
of America. 



“The Fall of New Amsterdam/’ by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris, which depicts Peter Stuyvesant, New 
Amsterdam’s director-general, standing among residents who are pleading with him not to open 
fire on the British warships waiting to claim the settlement for England, in a handout photo. Aug. 
26 celebrates the 350th anniversary of New York, but an ambivalence toward the British and a 
dispassion for the past means the city isn’t celebrating with any official commemoration. 

(The Library of Congress via The New York Times) 
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Ukrainian president Poroshenko dissolves parliament 


An alleged spy for Ukrainian troops, who was captured by the Donetsk People’s Republic, stands 
wrapped in a Ukrainian flag in Donetsk, Ukraine, Aug. 25, 2014. Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
said Russia hoped to send a second convoy into east Ukraine this week, despite the widespread 
condemnation prompted by the last one. 

(Mauricio Lima/The New York Times) 


JIM HEINTZ 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — 

Ukraine's president on 
Monday dissolved parlia¬ 
ment and called for early 
elections in October as his 
country continues to battle 
a pro-Russian insurgency in 
its eastern regions. 

In a statement on his web¬ 
site, President Petro Porosh¬ 
enko said snap elections 
would be held Oct. 26. 
Poroshenko said the dis¬ 
solution, which was pre¬ 
figured by the breakup of 
the majority coalition last 
month, was in line with “the 
expectations of the vast 
majority of the citizens of 
Ukraine” and called it a 
move toward “cleansing" 
the parliament. 

Many members of par¬ 
liament “are allies of the 
militants-separatists,” Po¬ 
roshenko said, referring to 
the pro-Russian rebels who 
have battled government 
troops in the country’s east 
since April. 

The Party of Regions, which 
is backed by much of the 
country's industrial, Rus¬ 
sian-speaking east and 
was supported by pro-Rus- 
sian ex-president Viktor Ya¬ 
nukovych, was the largest 
party in parliament before 


Yanukovych fled the coun¬ 
try in the wake of massive 
protests in February and still 
has a substantial presence. 
Most of these members 
“accepted dictatorial laws 
that took the lives of the 
Heaven’s Hundred,” he 
said, using the common 
term for those killed during 
the protests against Yanu¬ 
kovych, many by sniper fire. 
He emphasized the need 
to elect new leaders from 
the war-torn areas of east 
Ukraine in order to repre¬ 
sent the region in the new 
government. It wasn’t clear 
how it would be possible to 
conduct elections at such 
short notice in Donetsk and 
Luhansk, where hundreds 
of thousands have fled 
their homes and shelling 
between rebel and gov¬ 
ernment forces continues 
daily. 

Over the past month, Ukrai¬ 
nian forces have made 
substantial inroads against 
pro-Russia separatists in 
eastern Ukraine, taking 
control of several sizeable 
towns and cities that had 
been under rebel control 
since April, when the clash¬ 
es began. 

But the advances have 
come at a high cost — 
more than 2,000 civilians 


reportedly killed and at 
least 726 Ukrainian service¬ 
men. There is no indepen¬ 
dent figure for the number 
of rebel dead, although 
Ukrainian authorities said 
Monday that 250 rebels 
were in fighting around 
Olenivka, a town 25 kilo¬ 
meters (15 miles) south of 
Donetsk. 

Many have expressed 
hopes ahead of a summit 


Tuesday in Minsk, Belarus 
that includes both Porosh¬ 
enko and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, and could 
be aimed at pressuring 
Ukraine into seeking a ne¬ 
gotiated end to the con¬ 
flict rather than a military 
victory. 


Earlier Monday, a Ukrainian 
official said a column of 
Russian tanks and armored 
vehicles entered south¬ 
eastern Ukraine — a move 
that brings the conflict to 
an area that has so far es¬ 
caped the intense fighting 
of recent weeks. □ 


Scotland: 

Leaders clash in final debate before vote 


SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —Scotland’s 
leading politician vied with 
Britain's former treasury 
chief in a heated televised 
debate Monday, making a 
final push to capture wa¬ 
vering voters three weeks 
ahead of a historic referen¬ 
dum on Scottish indepen¬ 
dence. 

Pro-independence First 
Minister Alex Salmond and 
Alistair Darling argued and 
shouted over each other 
on questions from defense 
to the sustainability of an 
economy dependent on 
revenues from North Sea 
oil, but the heart of the 
90-minute exchange cen¬ 
tered on what currency 
an independent Scotland 
would use. 

The two rivals had faced off 


in a first debate session on 
Aug.5, and both men stuck 
to familiar arguments Mon¬ 
day. Salmond reiterated 
that he wanted the territo¬ 
ry to keep using the pound 
sterling in a currency union 
with the rest of the U.K. 

But Darling, who leads the 
“No” campaign, main¬ 
tained that such a deal 
would not work and would 
leave Scotland with little 
control over its economy. 
His opponents provided no 
financial security for Scot¬ 
land's future generations, 
he argued. 

“Any country’s starting 
point is currency, money,” 
he said. “Uncertainty about 
currency can bring a coun¬ 
try to its knees.” 

Salmond appealed to tele¬ 
vision audiences to vote for 
a Scotland governed by 


Scottish people. 

“We can create a prosper¬ 
ous nation and a fairer so¬ 
ciety. A real vision for the 
people of Scotland. This is 
our time, it's our moment — 
let us do it now,” he said in 
his opening remarks. 

The debate was the last one 
before the Sept. 18 referen¬ 
dum. Polls have suggested 
that voters are narrowly di¬ 
vided on whether to break 
up Scotland's 307-year-old 
union with England, or re¬ 
main alongside the English, 
Welsh and Northern Irish in¬ 
side the United Kingdom. 
While the anti-indepen¬ 
dence side has maintained 
a consistent lead, support 
for independence has 
been growing and thou¬ 
sands of still-undecided 
voters are holding the 
balance. □ 
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Gaza attacks triggers Israeli exodus from border 


IAN DEITCH 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of Israelis left their 
homes along the border 
with the Gaza Strip on Mon¬ 
day, reflecting growing 
frustration over the war with 
Hamas and the Palestinian 
mortar fire raining down on 
their communities. Tens of 
thousands of Israelis have 
fled the area in nearly two 
months of fighting, which 
has turned the communi¬ 
ties into virtual ghost towns. 
With the school year fast 
approaching, the govern¬ 
ment began offering assis¬ 
tance to residents Monday 
in the first large-scale volun¬ 
tary evacuation in nearly 
eight weeks of fighting. 
Officials estimate that 70 
percent of the 40,000 in¬ 
habitants of the farming 
communities along the 
Gaza border have left over 
the course of the fight¬ 
ing, including hundreds 
on Monday. Some went 
to stay with relatives and 
friends, while others are 
staying at hostels or were 
taken in by strangers who 
want to help fellow Israelis. 
Fields that once yielded 
vegetables and flowers are 
barren and pockmarked 
by Palestinian mortar shells. 
Streets are empty and most 
homes eerily silent. 

The fighting has killed more 
than 2,100 Palestinians, ac¬ 
cording to Gaza officials, 
leveled thousands of build¬ 
ings and left tens of thou¬ 
sands of people homeless. 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — A prominent 
Egyptian activist impris¬ 
oned for three months has 
joined a growing number 
of prisoners in an ongoing 
hunger strike to protest the 
government's crackdown 
on dissent, a Cairo-based 
rights group and her lawyer 
said Monday. 

The Arabic Network for Hu¬ 
man Rights Information said 
at least a dozen protesters 
and activists behind bars 
have started a hunger strike 
in the past week, including 


The death toll on the Israeli 
side has been much lower, 
largely because of Israel’s 
network of air raid sirens, 
bomb shelters and the Iron 
Dome missile-defense sys¬ 
tem. 

Yet Israel’s defenses have 
been largely ineffective 
against short-range mortar 
fire - a deficiency under¬ 


scored when a 4-year-old 
boy was killed Friday by a 
Palestinian mortar shell. 
“The community is very 
close to the border, and 
we have almost no warn¬ 
ing of incoming fire,” said 
Elazar Ashtivkar, a 30-year- 


prominent blogger and 
activist Alaa Abdel-Fattah. 
Abdel-Fattah is awaiting a 
retrial after he won an ap¬ 
peal of his 15-year prison 
sentence for participating 
in a protest last year. 

The group said Mahienour 
el-Masry, a secular activist 
sentenced for protesting 
as well, started a hunger 
strike Sunday. She was sen¬ 
tenced in May to two years, 
though her sentence was 
reduced to six months in 
July in addition to a $7,000 
fine. 

The group said the hunger 


old father of four who left 
Nahal Oz, the scene of 
the deadly attack, several 
weeks ago with his family. 
He said the family is now 
staying in a nearby kib¬ 
butz, where he has 15 to 20 
seconds to get to a shel¬ 
ter, which he said is an im¬ 
provement. 

He said nearly all of Nahal 


Oz's roughly 400 residents 
have left. Only a few work¬ 
ers in charge of taking care 
of the cows along with 
some security personnel re¬ 
main, he said. 

“The agricultural fields were 
destroyed. There is nothing 


strikes are in reaction to 
“unfair trials” and “notice¬ 
ably prolonged detentions” 
without trial in cases involv¬ 
ing freedom of expression. 
Security officials say at least 
20,000 people have been 
detained since the govern¬ 
ment crackdown began 
last year. Most of the de¬ 
tained are Islamist support¬ 
ers of Egypt's ousted Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi. 
Late last year, the Egyptian 
government passed a con¬ 
troversial protest law that 
bans demonstrations with¬ 
out prior police approval 


now,” he said. 

He said he will return as 
soon as it is safe. “We just 
want quiet. We don’t want 
to be scared when our kids 
go to school," he said. 

The military says Gaza mili¬ 
tants have fired at least 
1,400 mortars on the bor¬ 
der communities since the 
fighting began. 


It is not the first time resi¬ 
dents have left their homes 
during the fighting. Several 
weeks ago, heavily armed 
Gaza militants tunneled 
into territory near their com¬ 
munities, terrifying residents 
and sparking an exodusO 


and toughens the penalties 
on violators. 

The government says the 
law is necessary to ensure 
stability and the rule of law 
after years of turmoil and 
amid a campaign of mili¬ 
tant violence. 

El-Masry’s lawyer, Moham¬ 
med Ramadan, said she 
began a hunger strike over 
the protest law. 

“She is protesting the ab¬ 
sence of justice and to de¬ 
mand that all cases based 
on this law be dropped. 
These are political cases,” 
Ramadan said. □ 



Zimbabwe seeks 
China’s aid as Xi 
greets Mugabe 


BEIJING (AP) — Zimbabwe 
President Robert Mugabe 
met with Chinese lead¬ 
er Xi Jinping on Monday 
on a visit to China hop¬ 
ing the long-time ally and 
economic giant can help 
the African nation’s ailing 
economy. 

Mugabe, who has been 
criticized by Western na¬ 
tions for human rights vio¬ 
lations, was welcomed 
with a 21-gun salute at the 
Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing. 

“Your Excellency is a re¬ 
nowned leader of the 
African national libera¬ 
tion movement,” Xi said 
in remarks to Mugabe in 
a meeting in front of jour¬ 
nalists who were briefly al¬ 
lowed into the room. Xi 
hailed him as an old friend 
of the Chinese people. 
“The traditional friendship 
between China and Zim¬ 
babwe was forged in the 
glorious years when we 
stood shoulder to shoulder 
against imperialism, colo¬ 
nialism and hegemony,” Xi 
said. The leaders oversaw 
the signing of a number 
of agreements, including 
on economic, trade and 
tourism cooperation and 
emergency food dona¬ 
tions and concessional 
loans from China to the 
southern African nation. 
No details were immedi¬ 
ately released. 

Mugabe told Xi that Zim¬ 
babwe, being the smaller 
country, benefited more 
from the relationship, but 
said his government would 
do its best to “reciprocate 
your friendship." 

Zimbabwe, a once-pros- 
perous nation of 13 million 
people, has struggled since 
90-year-old Mugabe de¬ 
feated rival Morgan Tsvan- 
girai in a 2013 vote marked 
by allegations of irregu¬ 
larities. Mugabe’s victory 
ended an uneasy power¬ 
sharing deal, but foreign 
investors have been de¬ 
terred by concerns about 
corruption and govern¬ 
ment policies to force 
foreign-owned and white- 
owned businesses to cede 
51 percent of their shares 
to black Zimbabweans. □ 



A shopkeeper talks to Israeli soldiers near the deserted kibbutz Nahal Oz, on the Gaza border with 
Israel Monday, Aug. 25, 2014. Officials estimate that 70 percent of the 40,000 Israeli inhabitants of 
farming communities along the Gaza border have left, including hundreds Monday. 

(AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov) 


Egypt: 

More prisoners join ongoing hunger strike 
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Girls from Brazil’s favelas find escape in ballet 


ADRIANA LICON 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Past 
the graffiti-covered over¬ 
pass and subway tracks, in 
a slum penned in by high- 
rises, 8-year-old Gabriela 
Aparecida fixes her curly 
hair into a bun as she waits 
for a ride to her new fa¬ 
vorite activity: ballet. Peel¬ 
ing back the tarp over the 
doorway, the skinny girl 
reaches out into the dirt al¬ 
leyway to hug the church 
volunteer arriving to take 
her to dance class. 
Growing up amid drug 
dealers and addicts, Ga¬ 
briela has yet to learn how 
to read. 

Yet she and other girls 
from a rough neighbor¬ 
hood known as a “cracol- 
andia," or crackland, are 
learning the graceful art 
courtesy of a local church 
group that also offers them 
food, counseling and Bible 
studies. 

The class is among several 
groups where young danc¬ 
ers hope to catch the eye 
of a respected Brazilian 
ballerina who recruits doz¬ 
ens of disadvantaged girls 
for an annual workshop. 
Twice a week, more than 
20 girls, ages 5 through 
12, board a Volkswagen 
van for a 10-minute ride 
to class, where they put 
on pink or black tights and 
ballet shoes donated by a 
dancewear store. 

On a recent day, instructor 
Joana Machado played 
a jaunty tune of flutes and 
piano. Sitting on the floor, 
the girls formed a circle 
with their legs out in front 
of them and knees straight. 
They flexed their feet and 
then stretched their toes 
down toward the floor, 
over and over again while 
Machado corrected the 
younger ones’ form. 


The time spent focused 
on grace and control is 
far removed from the girls' 
daily lives. Many are being 
raised by parents who are 
recovering from or are ad¬ 
dicted to drugs. Some girls 


live with relatives who are 
dealers, or they have been 
abandoned and taken in 
by neighbors. Some have 
experienced violence. 

Girls growing up in favelas 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Sixteen former police of¬ 
ficers in Puerto Rico have 
admitted to operating 
what amounts to a criminal 
enterprise in the U.S. island 
territory, the U.S. Justice De¬ 
partment said Monday. 

The ex-officers have plead¬ 
ed guilty to charges that 
include robbery, extortion, 
manipulating court re¬ 
cords in exchanging bribes 


are more likely to become 
pregnant as teens, and the 
last 2010 census found the 
rate of illiteracy was twice 
as high in the slums than in 
other areas of Brazil. 

“We see all kinds of sto¬ 


ries here. From girls who 
haven't showered in days, 
who don't know how to 
brush their teeth, who are 
locked inside their homes 
all day,” said Machado, 
instructor and head of the 


and selling narcotics while 
members of a police force 
that has been under scru¬ 
tiny for corruption and hu¬ 
man rights violations. 
Thirteen of the officers were 
convicted under the Rack¬ 
eteer Influenced and Cor¬ 
rupt Organizations Act fol¬ 
lowing an FBI investigation, 
the department said in a 
statement. 

Authorities say that as re¬ 


project. “I feel always re¬ 
sponsible for their lives, al¬ 
ways worried about what 
may happen." 

Machado just opened the 
studio named “House of 
Dreams” in the neighbor¬ 


hood, relocating the class 
from a more commercial 
area of Sao Paulo. Macha¬ 
do herself was raised by a 
drug addict, who later re¬ 
covered, in the northeast¬ 
ern state of Bahia. 


cently as 2012 the officers 
worked together to steal 
from people during traffic 
stops and home searches, 
dividing up the proceeds 
among themselves. They 
would also plant evidence 
to make false arrests and 
then extort money from 
the victims in exchange for 
helping to get the charges 
dropped. They also sold 
“wholesale” quantities of 


Ballet dancer Priscilla Yokoi, 
whose performances have 
taken her to 15 countries 
including the United States, 
recently visited and chose 
five of the girls for the an¬ 
nual workshop. It allows 150 
disadvantaged children to 
take four days of classes 
with foreign ballerinas and 
perform a show in Octo¬ 
ber. The school Gabriela 
attends doesn’t accept 
boys, but some of the other 
groups that Yokoi visits do. 
Yokoi recently traveled to 
another slum in Sao Paulo 
where an audition at a 
basketball court attracted 
about 40 dancers and doz¬ 
ens of onlookers from the 
neighborhood. Some of 
the girls who took up danc¬ 
ing at a local studio sat on 
the cold concrete while 
Yokoi looked for the pretti¬ 
est pointed feet. 

At the workshop in Paulinia, 
a city north of Sao Paulo, 
Yokoi brings dance scouts 
from the only school the 
prestigious Bolshoi Ballet 
operates outside of Rus¬ 
sia. Yokoi said she wanted 
to expand on efforts like 
the Bolshoi school, which 
opened in 2000 in the 
southern Brazilian city of 
Joinville and accepts only 
a handful of students each 
year. 

“The way I see ballet in 
these forgotten areas is 


drugs, the statement said. 
Sentencing for the former 
officers is scheduled to start 
in December. They face a 
range of sentences, from 
about three years in prison 
to more than 11 years. 

The department has been 
operating under a 10-year 
federally mandated over¬ 
sight program since 2011 
because of corruption and 
civil rights violations. 



A church worker walks ballet student Maria home after her ballet class at The House of Dreams 
dance studio in a neighborhood overrun by crack addicts, called “Crackland,” in downtown 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. Girls growing up in favelas are more likely to become pregnant as teens, and 
the last 2010 census found the rate of illiteracy was twice as high in the slums than in other areas 
of Brazil. 

(AP Photo/Andre Penner) 


Guilty pleas in Puerto Rico police corruption case 
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Talk of Central Bank action grows 
as European economy fades 


DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Worries about the econ¬ 
omy are rippling through 
Europe. 

Downbeat data have 
pushed the European Cen¬ 
tral Bank closer to more 


106.3 points in August, from 
108 in July and below ana¬ 
lysts’ expectations for a dip 
to 107. 

The downbeat signal from 
fhe largest of the 18 econ¬ 
omies that use the euro fol¬ 
lows drops in other surveys 
ofbusiness activity. The cur¬ 


purchases of financial as¬ 
sets, known as quantita¬ 
tive easing, or QE. He said 
Friday at a conference in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
that inflation expectations 
have “exhibited significant 
declines at all horizons.” 

He said the bank would 



Head of the European Central Bank, ECB, Mario Draghi attends a news conference in Frankfurt, 
Germany. 

(AP Photo/Boris Roessler) 


drastic action to keep the 
hesitant recovery from 
stalling completely. 
Meanwhile, open feuding 
in the French government 
about how to break out 
of economic stagnation 
saw President Francois Hol- 
lande dissolve the cabinet 
and order Prime Minister 
Manuel Vails to form a new 
team. 

Concerns had grown so 
strong that by Monday in¬ 
vestors were willing to bet 
that the ECB will intervene 
with new stimulus mea¬ 
sures, based on comments 
late Friday by bank Presi¬ 
dent Mario Draghi. Stocks 
in Europe rallied. 

Draghi warned that low 
inflation — a sign of eco¬ 
nomic weakness — could 
be getting worse. 

Draghi also underlined the 
sense of urgency by telling 
European governments to 
make a more coordinat¬ 
ed effort to boost growth 
through tax cuts and a 
new joint investment pro¬ 
gram. 

Predictions that more ECB 
help will be needed were 
reinforced Monday by a 
drop in Germany’s closely- 
watched Ifo business con¬ 
fidence index. It fell to 


rency union showed zero 
growth in the second quar¬ 
ter after four quarters of 
weak recovery from its cri¬ 
sis over government debt. 
The recent data, coupled 
with turmoil in Ukraine 
and the Middle East, has 
shaken confidence in the 
ECB's outlook that mod¬ 
est growth will continue. 
The ECB launched a raft of 
measures in June, includ¬ 
ing a cut in its benchmark 
interest rate to a record low 
of 0.15 percent and an of¬ 
fer of cheap loans to banks 
that are willing to lend to- 
businesses. Officials have 
said they want to wait to 
see how those steps work. 
But signs are growing that 
the ECB and its president, 
Mario Draghi, may not 
have that luxury. 

“The continued fall of the 
Ifo is really problematic for 
the rest of the euro area, 
which is barely growing," 
said Commerzbank's chief 
economist, Joerg Krae- 
mer. “The ECB’s optimistic 
economic outlook is crum¬ 
bling.” 

Draghi has said that if 
weak inflation — now only 
0.4 percent — shows signs 
of worsening, the bank 
could launch large-scale 


“acknowledge these de¬ 
velopments” and use “all 
the available instruments” 
to keep prices stable. 
Economist Kraemer said 
the comments mean that 
“the probability of broad- 
based bond purchases 
(QE) is rising.” The ECB’s 
governing council next 
meets Sept. 4. 

Shares rallied on Monday 
on the prospect of more 
stimulus, with the bench¬ 
mark German and French 
indexes up 1.8 percent 
and 2.1 percent. The euro 
fell to $1.3198 from $1.3242 
late Friday — QE can send 
a currency lower. Tellingly, 
European government 
bonds rose, driving down 
their yields, which move 
opposite to price. 

Germany’s 10-year bond 
yielded 0.93 percent; the 
equivalent bond issued 
by Ireland, which needed 
to be bailed out in 2010, 
yielded 1.81 percent, be¬ 
low even U.S. Treasurys at 
2.39 percent. 

In quantitative easing, a 
central bank creates new 
money and uses it to buy 
financial assets such as 
bonds. That pumps newly 
created money into the fi¬ 
nancial system. □ 



French government dissolves 
over economic policy discord 

LORI HINNANT 
SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 

PARIS (AP) — President Francois Hollande is weighing 
his options after dissolving the government on Monday 
over open feuding in the Cabinet about how much 
cutting — or spending — will revive the country's stag¬ 
nant economy. 

Hollande is to announce a new government on Tues¬ 
day. The debate among French Socialists mirrors one 
taking place across Europe on whether to pursue a 
German-led model of fiscal austerity or use more gov¬ 
ernment spending to spur growth. 

Prime Minister Manuel Vails offered up his Socialist gov¬ 
ernment’s resignation after accusing France’s outspo¬ 
ken economy minister of crossing a line with his blunt 
criticism of the government's policies. Hollande ac¬ 
cepted the resignation and ordered Vails to form a 
new government by Tuesday. 

Hollande has promised cuts to taxes and spending as 
well as reforms to make it easier for businesses to open 
and operate. The measures are meant to reduce the 
tax burden for companies and also contain the gov¬ 
ernment’s deficit, which is above the European Union’s 
limit of 3 percent of GDP. 

France has had effectively no economic growth this 
year, unemployment is hovering around 10 percent 
and Hollande's approval ratings are sunk in the teens. 
The country is under pressure from the 28-nation EU 
to get its finances in order, but Economy Minister Arn- 
aud Montebourg has criticized austerity as the wrong 
medicine to foster growth and argues the government 
should spend more freely to create jobs. 

He lashed out at the government’s policies in a final 
adieu as minister on Monday. 

“The entire world is urging us —even begging us — to 
end these absurd austerity policies that are plunging 
the eurozone into an economic slowdown,” he said in 
a statement to the press. 

“My responsibility as economy minister is to tell the truth, 
and observe... that not only these austerity policies are 
not working, but they are also unfair, as well as being 
ineffective" 

Hollande’s promised reforms have stalled, in large part 
because of the divisions within his Socialist Party. 
Montebourg unsettled his government bosses over the 
weekend by proclaiming that a “major change in our 
economic policy,” was needed —just days after Hol¬ 
lande had expressly said there would be no change in 
the government's economic direction. 

The minister’s comments angered the Socialist leader¬ 
ship, which said Montebourg’s job was to support the 
government, not criticize it from within. 

“He's not there to start a debate but to put France 
back on the path of growth,” Carlos Da Silva, the So¬ 
cialist Party spokesman, told the Le Figaro newspaper. 
Montebourg represents the hard-left Socialist base, 
and his departure from the government is likely to an¬ 
ger many of the voters who brought Hollande to office 
in 2012. Since that time, France’s economy has only 
worsened, and the sense of impending crisis weighs 
heavily. 

Montebourg was conducting a “very responsible and 
constructive debate on questions that we have been 
asking for months," said Christian Paul, a Socialist par¬ 
liamentarian who is among a clutch of leftist rebels 
backing Montebourg. “It looks like a schoolyard pun¬ 
ishment.” 

French officials have already made clear the deficit will 
again surpass the EU’s 3 percent limit and are negotiat¬ 
ing a delayO 











Palm Beach Plaza Mall Will Host the One Cool Summer 
Nationals Drag Race Car & Bike Show Inscription Night! 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall to¬ 
gether with a magnificent 
Car & Bike Show inside their 
mall and outside on their 
parking lot. Come with 
your whole family to see 
and take pictures with the 
race cars and motorcycles 
talk to the racers and get 
a feeling of the adrenaline 
and rush of Drag Racing 
on the Caribbean island 
of Aruba. And what a bet¬ 
ter place than Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall because you 
can enjoy delicious food, 
succulent cocktails, enjoy 
a movie or do your favor¬ 
ite shopping without leav¬ 
ing the mall to look for a 
parking space of have to 
hire a taxi. So make sure to 
include Palm Beach Plaza 
Mall on your calendar for 
upcoming 27th of August 
for the Car & Bike Show 
for the One Cool Summer 
International Drag Racing 
event in Aruba. □ 




PALM BEACH - One of 

the most popular sports 
on the island of Aruba is 
Drag Racing, in every fam¬ 
ily there must be some¬ 
one one way or the other 
related to this adrenaline 
packed sport and Aruba 
drivers have been racing 
for over 30 years on the 
island and abroad in Cu¬ 
racao, Venezuela, Puerto 


Rico and the United States. 
Palo Marga International 
Raceway Park is an official 
IHRA Sanctioned track at 
the eastern side of the is¬ 
land that has a year-round 
calendar and one of the 
biggest international races 
to be held on the island is 
the One Cool Summer Na¬ 
tionals. 

This year One Cool Sum¬ 


mer Nationals will be held 
on the weekend of 29th, 
30th and 31st of August 
and will have more than 
100 participants coming 
from the United States of 
America, Curacao and 
Aruba. And for the first time 
the inscription night will be 
held on Wednesday Au¬ 
gust 27th from 7:00 pm till 
10:00 pm at the prestigious 
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The Blue Lobster Restaurant: Aruba's Premier Lobster House! 



PALM BEACH - The Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant has by now 
become the preferred Sea¬ 


food and Lobster House for 
many visitors coming from 
many different countries. 


Yes, lobster is the specialty, 
but their high quality meat 
and spectacular interna- 
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Tuesday & Wednesday - Limited Offer Check them out now! 
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tional cuisine offers superior 
taste and a great culinary 
experience. An unforget¬ 
table Local Flavor and 
charming Caribbean De¬ 
cor, along with the warm, 
friendly and professional 
service makes this small 
quaint eatery a Must Visit 
restaurant while in Aruba! 
You are invited, come see, 
taste and enjoy yourself. 
See for yourself below what 
only a few of the thousands 
of satisfied customers are 
saying about The Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant! 

“Best Lobster and Seafood 
on the Island” 

-Reviewed April 29, 2014. 
Having traveled to Aruba 
the last 18 years, we have 
had the opportunity to 
try many eating establish¬ 
ments. The Blue Lobster 
is by far one of the very 


most amazing dinner. I had 
the Lobster Thermidor and 
my wife had the Garlic Pan- 
Fried grouper. We couldn’t 
get enough. Both were rec¬ 
ommended by our waiter 
Francois, he was great and 
knew exactly what he was 
talking about. Perfect din¬ 
ner, will be back soon! 

“Lunch at the Blue Lobster” 
-Reviewed February 13, 
2014. 

Our lunch at The Blue Lob¬ 
ster was the first time we 
have dined there. This is our 
9th visit to Aruba. Need¬ 
less to say we have eaten 
at many restaurants dur¬ 
ing our visits on the island. 
We thoroughly enjoyed 
our meal. Everything was 
delicious. The presenta¬ 
tion was very appealing. I 
had Lobster Thermidor and 
my husband had Lobster 



best places to dine. It is lo¬ 
cated down the road from 
Wendy's on Palm Beach. It 
doesn’t have fancy chan¬ 
deliers hanging, however it 
does offer excellent service 
in a very relaxing environ¬ 
ment. They offer tables in¬ 
side with AC and outside 
dining to enjoy the fantas¬ 
tic evening breeze of Aru¬ 
ba. When your food arrives, 
it is garnished so beauti¬ 
fully, that you don’t want 
to mess it up. I had the lob¬ 
ster, shrimp and grouper, 
which was so wonderfully 
cooked, with a flavor that 
I guarantee you won’t find 
anywhere else. I highly rec¬ 
ommend you give it a try. 
The prices are very reason¬ 
able. My meal was $39.00 
well worth the money. 

“Best Dinner Yet!” 
-Reviewed August 17, 2014. 
So! We've been on the is¬ 
land for 5 days on our hon¬ 
eymoon and have fried 
many different restaurants. 
We found The Blue Lobster 
through TripAdvisor and 
gave it a shot. This was the 


Ravioli. The restaurant itself 
is nice and cozy and our 
waiter was very amiable. I 
definitely recommend this 
restaurant! 

“Impeccable Taste and 
Great Service!” 

- Reviewed July 30, 2013. 
Last night, I enjoyed anoth¬ 
er great night at The Blue 
Lobster with my colleague 
Brian Tromp. 

I am a local resident on 
Aruba, and this is my fa¬ 
vorite restaurant. Time and 
time again, the food is de¬ 
licious, and seems to get 
better with every visit and 
so does the staff. Everyone 
should af least visit here 
once while on vacation. I 
also see more locals there, 
with every visit I make. 

“Cute Little Restaurant with 
Great Food & Service” 

- Reviewed August 20,2014. 
The seafood was excellent. 
A little pricey though, but 
not too bad. The wait staff 
was very attentive. They 
made you feel as if you 
were their only customer. 
Highly recommendedO 
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After Successful First Edition 

From 3 to 7 September: Electric Festival Aruba Extended To Five Days! 



ORANJESTAD - The second 
edition of the Electric Fes¬ 
tival Aruba will take place 
from Wednesday 3 to Sun¬ 
day 7 September. After the 
successful launch of the 
three-day festival in 2013, 
the Electric Festival (EF) 
has been extended to five 
days. On top of an exten¬ 
sion of the festival part, the 
conference program will 
also be more elaborate. 
The EF is thereby making 
a next step on its way to 
becoming the biggest an¬ 
nual electronic music festi¬ 
val in the Caribbean. The 
conference is being orga¬ 
nized in collaboration with 
Amsterdam Dance Event. 
During the Electric Festi¬ 
val, Aruba is an important 
meeting place for repre¬ 
sentatives of record com¬ 
panies and music publish¬ 
ers, artist managers, agen¬ 
cies and programmers of 
venues and festivals. The 
conference and festival 


reinforce each other and 
form a perfect networking 
environment. The first edi¬ 
tion of the EF in 2013 was 
visited by over 15,000 peo¬ 
ple. For three days Aruba 
turned into a party island 
with a large festival bill¬ 
ing Chuckie, Erick Morillo 
and Nero, among others. 
It wasn’t just Arubans who 
came to the EF. Visitors 
came from places such as 
Bonaire, Curacao, Surinam, 
the United States, Venezu¬ 
ela, Canada, Brazil and 
Colombia. And Europe 
was represented by peo¬ 
ple from the Netherlands, 
Spain, Austria, Ireland and 
Italy. Moreover, more than 
eighty journalists covered 
the event. The Electric 
Festival is more than just 
music. Also art, the Carib¬ 
bean kitchen and lifestyle 
are highlighted. During the 
event, Aruba is the scene 
of sfudio sessions, work¬ 
shops and demonstrafions 


by DJs, producers, arfists 
and fans, showing once 
more that it’s the center 
of the electronic dance 
movement in Latin Ameri¬ 


ca and the Caribbean. 

The Aruban tourist bureau 
is the main sponsor of fhe 
event, in the conviction 
that it will grow into an in¬ 


ternationally esteemed 
festival and that in its wake 
a surge of new visitors will 
come to discover Aruba. 
This will allow Aruba to 
grow further and also in 
the future be a welcom¬ 
ing place for fourists. The 
original idea for the Electric 
Festival came from Chuck¬ 
ie. In 2012 he celebrated 
his birthday with a large 
party on Aruba, where the 
DJ, artist and producer 
has been living for the last 
few years. No less than 850 
people showed up, which 
led Chuckie, through 
his dance platform Dirty 
Dutch, to team up with 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity (ATA) and Amsterdam 
Dance Event (ADE) for the 
organization of the Electric 
Festival. Artists to perform 
at the second edition of 
the Electric Festival include 
Knife Party, Chuckie, Loco 
Dice, Carnage, Lil Jon, and 
many moreO 
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The Casino at the Radisson Offers a Great Mix of Fun Promotions 



PALM BEACH - Weekends at the 
Casino at the Radisson are dedi¬ 
cated to Bingo, played on Satur¬ 
days and Sundays, at 1pm, at $6 
a card, with thousands of dollars in 
cash prizes and a giant bingo pro¬ 
gressive jackpot, available for just 


$ 1 . 

The casino’s Players’ Club is offer¬ 
ing members a unique opportunity 
to win double and triple points on 
slots, double on Monday, Wednes¬ 
day and Fridays from 12noon to 
4pm and Sat & Sun from 4pm to 
8pm; triple on Tuesday and Thurs¬ 
day from 1 Opm to 2am. 

Patrons playing at the Casino at 
the Radisson are often surprised by 
Mystery Jackpots, awarded every 
day, granting $250 jackpots to ran¬ 
dom players, even without a win¬ 
ning combination. 

For a chance to win a surprising 
Mystery Jackpot, visit the Casino 
at the Radisson, any day, any time 
and remember the Player's Mem¬ 
bership Card, it's free, allowing 
you to win points and rewards any 
time you play! 

Pictured here Veronica K. Con¬ 
way, a Quick Hit lucky lady! She 
visited the casino in May 2014 
and landed a jackpot. On her 
return visit in August, she played 
her favorite Quick Hit machine 
and won another jackpot, with 8 
Quick Hits combinations. Staying 
at the Divi Phoenix, she just strolls 
over to the Casino at the Radisson, 



for a guaranteed good time. Der¬ 
rick Hill, is featured here with one 
of the Gaminator slot machines, 
which yielded a generous jackpot 


as soon as he sat down to play, 
says Caroly Croes, Casino Sales 
and Marketing Coordinator, who 
snapped the picture.^ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Andy Murray, of the United 
Kingdom, reacts after winning 
the first set against Robin 
Haase, of the Netherlands, 
during the opening round 
of the 2014 U.S. Open tennis 
tournament, Monday, Aug. 

25, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 

Murray grits 
through cramps 
to win at 
U.S. Open 

RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Spinning 
in 70 mph second serves, 
grabbing at his hamstring 
during points, Andy Mur¬ 
ray gritted his way through 
head-to-toe cramps to 
win at the U.S. Open. Mur¬ 
ray outlasted Robin Haase 
6-3, 7-6 (6), 1-6, 7-5 in the 
first round Monday during 
an afternoon that was hot 
but not particularly humid. 
He was mystified that the 
cramps came on so early 
— at the start of the third 
set after only about an 
hour and a half on court. 
“When it starts to kind of 
go everywhere, you don’t 
know exactly where it’s 
going to creep up next,” 
he said. “When you stretch 
one muscle, something 
else then cramps, too.” It 
started in the back of his 
left shoulder, then quick¬ 
ly spread to his forearm. 
The right-handed Murray 
couldn’t toss the ball high 
enough to get any pace 
on his serves. Between 
points, he'd twist his body 
to awkwardly stretch his left 
side. After hitting a winner, 
he’d reach for his quad. 

Continued on Page 20 
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U.S. swimmer Ledecky leaves her mark in Australia 


r 



Katie Ledecky of the U.S. smiles as she poses with her gold medal after she 
set a new world record in her women’s 1500m freestyle final at the Pan Pacific 
swimming championships in Gold Coast, Australia, Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014. 
Ledecky won the race setting a new world record of 15 minutes, 28.36 seconds 

Associated Press 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 

GOLD COAST, Australia (AP) — 

The long, deep breaths were a 
sign: Elation, satisfaction, relief. 
And just a touch of exhaustion. 
Katie Ledecky had just wiped 
almost six seconds off her own 
world record in the 1,500-meter 
freestyle to win her fifth gold med¬ 
al of the Pan Pacific champion¬ 
ships, rounding off a phenomenal 
season of competition. 

She now owns the world records 

in the 400-she lowered her 

own mark at that distance the 
previous night — the 800- and the 
1,500-meter freestyle events and 
is the world champion in all three. 
And she’s still in high school. 
Before the Pan Pacific champion¬ 
ships, the bulk of the attention fo¬ 
cused on the return to internation¬ 
al competition of Michael Phelps, 
the most decorated swimmer of 
all time. Ledecky's performances 
made sure Phelps had to share 
the spotlight. 

Phelps, who won eight Olympic 
gold medals at the 2008 Beijing 
Games and retired after lifting his 
tally to 18 golds by the end of the 
London Games in 2012, was fre¬ 
quently asked about his 17-year- 
old teammate. 

“She’s a stud. It’s unbelievable,” 
Phelps said of Ledecky after she 
lowered her record in the 400, 
describing her reaction to all the 
fuss over her times as “so noncha¬ 
lant.” 

“Watching her swim is remark¬ 
able," he said. “She throws it on 
the line — she's very talented, she 
works hard, and it shows.” 
Ledecky enjoys swimming the 
1,500, but it's not an Olympic 


event for women so it’s not a big 
part of her longer-term plans be¬ 
yond the world championships 
next year. She likes the challenge 
of it. Her reaction to winning the 
200, 400 and 800 freestyle golds 


were fairly subdued and self-ef¬ 
facing. 

Although she said it was “kind of 
cool” to be the first to set a world 
record at the Gold Coast Aquatic 
Centre’s new outdoor pool, she 


said she also loved playing a role 
in a winning 4x200 freestyle relay 
for fhe Americans. 

All of her records came in some 
preffy difficult weather conditions 
— steady rain and a cold wind off 
fhe nearby Pacific Ocean during 
mosf of fhe sessions. If was a final, 
and uncharacferistic, blasf of fhe 
lasf few weeks of fhe southern 
hemisphere winter in this part of 
Australia. 

After completing the 30 laps in 
15 minutes, 28.36 seconds — her 
third world record in 15 days — 
she really let her emotions show, 
slapping the water in delight af¬ 
ter an intense final lap when she 
pushed harder and harder to the 
wall. “That was probably one of 
my most painful races,” Ledecky 
said. “But it paid off in the end. I 
figured pretty early on in the race 
that I was on world-record pace. 
I wasn't sure about the middle if I 
fell off too much, because it did 
really hurt. I was pretty sure I had 
it, but breaking it by six seconds 
was pretty surprising." 

It was the third time in 13 months 
she's set the mark in the 1,500, 
and the second within three 
months since her 15:34.23 in June. 
“The 1,500 is not a huge priority of 
mine because it's not an Olympic 
event — (but) it's certainly one of 
my favorite events,” she said. “It 
was the last day of the meet — 
last time I broke it, it was the first 
day of the meet — so pretty dif¬ 
ferent.” 

Now, for a change, the 2012 
Olympic 800-meter champion 
will get a well-earned break 
from competition before training 
picks up again for the 2015 world 
championshipsO 


Matthews wins 3rd Vuelta stage, takes lead 



Australian rider Michael 
Matthews of Orica 
GreenEdge celebrates his 
victory on the finish line 
of the third stage of the 
Spanish Vuelta, in Arcos de 
La Frontera, Cadiz, Spain, 
Monday Aug. 25, 2014. 

Associated Press 


ARCOS DE LA FRONTERA, 
Spain (AP) — Michael Mat¬ 
thews of Australia sprinted 
to victory on a hot and 
sunny third stage of the 
Spanish Vuelta on Monday 
to take the overall lead of 
the three-week grand tour. 
Matthews passed Daniel 
Martin at the finish line to 
claim the hilly 197.8-kilome- 
ter (122.9-mile) ride from 
Cadiz to Arcos de la Fron¬ 
tera in 5 hours, 12 minutes, 
14 seconds. Joaquim Ro¬ 
driguez crossed third. 
Matthews’ win gave him 
the red leader's jersey from 
Alejandro Valverde. 
Matthews’ Orica 

GreenEdge team took 
charge of the peloton dur¬ 


ing a long stretch to reel in 
a small breakaway before 
setting up the stage win¬ 
ner. 

“It makes the win so much 
sweeter to be able to win 
when your whole team 
has absolutely smashed 
themselves for you," Mat¬ 
thews said. “The heat was 
the main factor today and 
then the climb in the final 
was very hard but I had 
the team to put me in the 
perfect position and from 
there it was up to me to 
deliver for them.” 

Matthews opened a four- 
second led over Giro 
d'ltalia winner Nairo Quin¬ 
tana. Valverde fell to third 
in the general classifica¬ 


tion, 11 seconds behind 
Matthews. 

Two-time winner Alberto 
Contador trails by 23 sec¬ 
onds, while Chris Froome is 
31 seconds back followed 
by Rodriguez another sev¬ 
en seconds behind. 

The stage, which saw tem¬ 
peratures rise to near 40 
degrees Celsius (over 100 
degrees Fahrenheit), start¬ 
ed with the cyclists riding 
off the Spanish aircraft car¬ 
rier Juan Carlos I docked in 
Cadiz. 

Valverde and two oth¬ 
er Movistar teammates 
crashed with less than 20 
kilometers to go when Jon¬ 
athan Castroviejo fell while 
trying to grab a bag of 


water bottles from a team 
worker. 

Valverde took a blow to 
the back but all three got 
back on their bikes and fin¬ 
ished in the group. 

“I started the climb well 
behind and because of 
that. I’m happy with the 
time I lost,” Valverde said. 
“It's nothing. My back hurts 
a bit after the crash, but I 
hope it's not serious and I 
can recover well.” 
Tuesday’s fourth stage is a 
164.7-kilometer (102.3-mile) 
ride from Mairena del Al- 
cor to Cordoba featuring 
one category-two climb. 
The race ends in Santiago 
de Compostela on Sept. 
14.Q 
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Tiger Woods splits with swing coach Sean Foley 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PARAMUS, N.J. (AP) — Ti¬ 
ger Woods is leaving swing 
coach Sean Foley after 
four years and no majors. 
Woods said on his website 
Monday he will no longer 
work with Foley, the Ca¬ 
nadian whom he hired 
when his game was at its 
low point following the up¬ 
heaval with his marriage. 
The announcement came 
one day after another Fol¬ 
ey pupil. Hunter Mahan, 
won The Barclays. 

“I'd like to thank Sean for 
his help as my coach and 
for his friendship,” Woods 
said. “Sean is one of the 
outstanding coaches in 
golf today, and I know he 
will continue to be success¬ 
ful with the players working 
with him." Woods has been 
coping with back problems 
for more than a year. He 
had surgery March 31 to 
alleviate a pinched nerve, 
forcing him to miss two ma¬ 
jors during his three months 
of recovery. He missed two 
cuts, withdrew from anoth¬ 
er tournament and had his 
worst 72-hole finish in a ma¬ 
jor after returning. 

He is taking three months 
off in a bid to regain his 
full strength, and said this 
would be the right time to 
dismiss Foley. Woods is not 
scheduled to play again 
until his World Challenge 
in Orlando, Florida, the first 
week in December. 

He does not have a coach 
and said there was no 
timetable to hire one. 

“My time spent with Tiger 
is one of the highlights of 
my career so far, and I am 
appreciative of the many 
experiences we shared 
together,” Foley said in 
a statement posted on 
Woods’ website. 

Foley was the third coach 
Woods hired as a profes¬ 
sional. 


Woods began working with 
Butch Harmon as a teen¬ 
ager, and they changed 
his swing twice. The big¬ 
gest overhaul was after 
Woods won the Masters 
by 12 shots. Many believe 
the new swing produced 
Woods' most dominant 
golf, though he also was in 
his early 20s and had not 
had serious issues with his 
knee. Woods won eight 
majors while with Harmon, 
including seven in 11 at¬ 
tempts and an unprec¬ 
edented sweep of them 
in 2000-01. They parted in 
2003. Woods went to Hank 
Haney and produced an¬ 
other memorable stretch 
with an entirely different 
swing. In a two-year period 
covering 34 tournaments. 
Woods won 18 times (in¬ 
cluding four majors) and 
was runner-up six times. 
That ended with the 2008 
U.S. Open at Torrey Pines, 
right before his fourth and 
most invasive knee surgery. 
That was his 14th major, 
and Woods has not won 
another since. He remains 
four short of the record 
held by Jack Nicklaus. 
Haney announced in May 
he was leaving Woods, 
although those close to 
Woods felt a split was immi¬ 
nent. Woods went through 
most of 2010 without a 
coach until hooking up 
with Foley for the first time 
at the PGA Championship 
in 2010 at Whistling Straits. 
Woods won three times on 
the PGA Tour in 2012, and 
then delivered a five-win 
season in 2013 when he re¬ 
turned to No. 1. But he rare¬ 
ly challenged in the majors, 
some of that because of 
injury. 

He missed two majors in 
2011 while letting leg inju¬ 
ries fully heal. Woods had 
a share of the 36-hole lead 
in the U.S. Open and PGA 
Championship in 2012, but 



In this July 16,2014, file photo. Tiger Woods is watched by coach Sean Foley on the practice green 
ahead of the British Open Golf championship at the Royal Liverpool golf club in, Hoylake, England. 

Associated Press 


he was not a factor on Sun¬ 
day. He was two shots off 
the lead going into the fi¬ 
nal round of the 2013 British 


Open and fell back quickly. 
He missed two more majors 
this year because of injury. 
Foley, who first worked with 


Stephen Ames, has Ma¬ 
han and former U.S. Open 
champion Justin Rose 
among his clients. 


Seaworld Explorer 



Explore the Antilla Shipwreck and Arashi Reef onboard 
the semi submarine. Ideal for all ages. 

Tickets: online, De Palm Pier or at hotel concierge desk | +(297) 522-4500 | depalmtours.com 


ytttentfe. 
































TUESDAY 26 AUGUST 2014 


DISPORTS 



U.S. Open 



Venus Williams, of the United States, returns a shot against Kimiko Date-Krumm, of Japan, during the opening round of the 
2014 U.S. Open tennis tournament, Monday, Aug. 25, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 1 7 


Murray was twice down a break 
in the fourth set, but the 70th- 
ranked Haase unraveled with a 
string of unforced errors. He wast¬ 
ed three break points in the final 
game, when a missed call also 
cost him. 

The eighth-seeded Murray had 
felt confident in his conditioning 
after productive training sessions 
in Miami, where he weathered far 
more heat and humidity than this. 
He wondered if something was 
amiss in his nutrition. 

“Cramping in my left forearm?" a 
bewildered Murray said. “I mean, 
I didn't use my left forearm a 
whole lot today.” 

Haase, also bothered by some 
cramping, said he didn’t eat and 
drink enough beforehand be¬ 
cause of an earlier-than-expect- 
ed start — the first match on Louis 
Armstrong Stadium lasted just 47 
minutes. 

But Murray didn't think dehydra¬ 
tion was his problem, indicating 
he didn’t have any gastrointesti¬ 
nal problems. 

Serving for the fourth set at 5-3, 
Haase double-faulted on break 
point to allow Murray to get back 
on serve. Murray then went up 
6-5 when he took Haase’s second 
serve high and whacked a fore¬ 
hand winner. 

With Murray trying to serve out 
the match, Haase smacked a 
deep return on his second break 
point that might have won him 
the game. But the ball was called 
out, and after it was overturned 
on review, they had to replay the 
point. This time, Haase hit a volley 
into the net. 

Murray is notorious for suddenly 


clutching at an ailment after a 
poorly played point. On this day, 
though, the misery was clearly 
real. The two-time major cham¬ 
pion went after winners to short¬ 
en points, tried to stay upright to 
keep the strain off his legs. It was 
just enough to eke out the victory. 
“I don't think if it would have 
gone to five sets I would’ve been 
the favorite," Murray said. 

Three years ago, he and Haase 
did go five in New York, with Mur¬ 
ray rallying from a two-set deficit 
to win in the second round. 

After Monday’s loss, Haase 
planned to complain to the ATP 
that he was denied treatment 
during the match for a sore foof. 
Buf the Dutchman insisted he 
wasn't distracted by Murray’s 


shows of discomfort. 

“I was more busy with myself, and 
I was struggling myself,” Haase 
said. “I tried to play my game. It 
didn't bother me what he did.” 
Ninth-seeded Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 
also needed four sets to beat 
Juan Monaco 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (2), 
6-1. Nick Kyrgios — the Australian 
teen who stunned Rafael Nadal 
at Wimbledon — came back 
from three code violations, just 
one outburst away from default, 
in a 7-5, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 7-6 (1) upset 
of 21 st-seeded Mikhail Youzhny. 
Third-seeded Sfan Wawrinka and 
fifth-seeded Milos Raonic both 
advanced in straight sets. 

Maria Sharapova and Novak 
Djokovic were to play under the 
lights at Arthur Ashe Stadium in 


the first night session of the year’s 
last Grand Slam tournament. 
Earlier, Venus Williams, 34, beat 
43-year-old Kimiko Date-Krumm 
2-6, 6-3, 6-3. The combined age 
of 77 was believed to be the old¬ 
est for a women's Grand Slam 
pairing, the WTA said. 

Along with the 19th-seeded Wil¬ 
liams, 21 st-seeded American 
Sloane Stephens also advanced 
by routing Annika Beck. 
Second-ranked Simona Halep ral¬ 
lied from a set down for a 6-7 (2), 
6-1, 6-2 victory over 20-year-old 
Danielle Rose Collins, who was 
playing her first main draw match 
at a tour-level event. As a sopho¬ 
more at Virginia, an unseeded 
Collins won the NCAA title to earn 
a wild card into the U.S. Open.Q 


Martins scores 2 in 4-2 
Seattle win over Portland 


PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

Nigerian forward Obafemi 
Martins scored two goals 
and set up another for Clint 
Dempsey as the Seattle 
Sounders beat the Port¬ 
land Timbers 4-2 in Major 
League Soccer on Sunday. 
Chad Barrett also scored 
for the Sounders, who 
showed little fatigue after 
five matches in the past 15 
days. Fanendo Adi scored 
twice for the Timbers. 

With just nine games left, 
the loss hurts Portland's bid 


to return to the MLS play¬ 
offs after advancing to the 
Western Conference finals 
last year. The Sounders are 
currently in first place in 
conference, while the Tim¬ 
bers sit in sixth behind the 
Whitecaps. 

Philadelphia 4, San Jose 2 
At Chester, Pennsylvania, 
Sheanon Williams put Phila¬ 
delphia ahead in the 72nd 
minute as the Union beat 
the San Jose Earthquakes 
4-2. Williams’ goal came 2 
minutes after San Jose had 


erased a two-goal deficit 
with Chris Wondolowski's 
score in the 70th minute. 
Andrew Wenger, who 
opened the scoring in the 
10th minute, also added a 
goal in the 79th minute Se- 
bastien Le Toux followed 4 
minutes later, capitalizing 
on a weak clearance at¬ 
tempt by San Jose. Sam 
Cronin got the Quakes on 
the board with a half-vol¬ 
ley into the top corner from 
well beyond the penalty 
box in the 59th minute. □ 



Seattle Sounders player Obafemi Martins, second from left, 
vies for the ball against Portland Timbers Norberto Paparatto, 
second from right, during an MLS soccer match in Portland, 
Ore., Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014. Associated Press 
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Hamilton powers 
Angels past A's 



Oakland Athletics starting pitcher Scott Kazmir (26) walks back 
to the mound as Los Angeles Angels' Josh Hamilton rounds the 
bases after hitting a 2-run home run in the third inning of a base¬ 
ball game Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014, in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Josh Hamilton homered 
and drove in three runs, 
and Mike Trout also went 
deep as the Los Angeles 
Angels regained the best 
record on baseball, beat¬ 
ing the Oakland Athletics 
9-4 on Sunday night. 

Erick Aybar had two hits 
and two RBIs and Kole Cal¬ 
houn finished with three hits 
for the Angels, who ended 
a five-game losing streak to 
the A’s in Oakland. Albert 
Pujols and Howie Kendrick 
each drove in a run as Los 
Angeles won for the ninth 
time in 12 games. 

Alberto Callaspo and Andy 
Parrino homered for Oak¬ 
land, which had won three 
of four to move into a tie for 
the top spot in the AL West. 
Jered Weaver (14-7) struck 
out eight in 6 2-3 innings 
while improving to 7-1 
with a 3.78 ERA in his last 
13 starts. He allowed three 
runs and eight hits. 

Scott Kazmir (14-6) 
matched his season highs 
in runs (seven) and hits (10) 
in three-plus innings. 
INDIANS 3, ASTROS 1 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Trevor 
Bauer took a shutout into 
the seventh and won for 
the first time since July 18, 
leading the Indians to a 
victory over the Astros. 
Bauer (5-7) held Houston 


to four hits and struck out 
nine. 

Cody Allen, the Indians’ 
fourth pitcher, worked out 
of ninth-inning trouble for 
his 17th save. 

Jon Singleton’s RBI dou¬ 
ble in the eighth off Bryan 
Shaw scored Houston’s 
only run. Brett Oberholtzer 
(4-9) allowed three runs in 6 
2-3 innings. 

YANKEES 7, WHITE SOX 4, 10 
INNINGS 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pinch- 
hitter Brian McCann lined 
a three-run homer with 
two outs in the 10th inning, 
as the Yankees beat the 
White Sox to complete a 
three-game sweep. 

Ichiro Suzuki had a two-run 
single and the Yankees ral¬ 
lied for their fourth straight 
victory following a 2-7 slide. 
Avisail Garcia hit a tying 
homer in the ninth for the 
White Sox, who have lost a 
season-high six in a row and 
dropped their last eight 
games at Yankee Stadium. 
Carlos Beltran doubled off 
Jake Petricka (0-3) with two 
outs in the 10th, and Chase 
Headley was intentionally 
walked. McCann, batting 
for backup catcher Fran¬ 
cisco Cervelli, laced a full- 
count pitch over the 314- 
foot sign in the right-field 
corner 

David Huff (3-1) threw a 
called third strike past slug¬ 


ger Jose Abreu with two on 
to end the top of the 10th. 
MARINERS 8, RED SOX 6 
BOSTON (AP) — Dustin 
Ackley had three hits and 
scored three runs as Seat¬ 
tle's bullpen was sharp for 
the second straight day as 
the Mariners handed the 
Red Sox their eighth straight 
loss. 

Ackley had a triple, dou¬ 
ble and single, finishing 13 
for 25 in six games against 
Boston this season. The 
Mariners completed their 
first-ever sweep in a series 
of three or more games in 
Fenway Park. 

Kyle Seager drove in two 
runs for Seattle. 

Dominic Leone (7-2) 
worked 2 2-3 innings of hit¬ 
less relief for the win. 

Trailing 5-3, Seattle scored 
a run in the fourth and took 
the lead with two in the fifth 
against Allen Webster (3-2). 
RANGERS 3, ROYALS 1 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Scott Baker won as a start¬ 
er for the first time in more 
than three years as the 
Rangers beat the AL Cen¬ 
tral-leading Royals to avoid 
a series sweep. 

Adrian Beltre put Texas 
ahead to stay with an RBI 
double in the first. Beltre 
had his fifth straight mulithit 
game. 

Baker (2-3) went five innings 
in a spof sfarf. 


Jason Vargas (10-6) al¬ 
lowed 11 hifs and walked 
four in his six innings. 

TIGERS 13, TWINS 4 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Vic¬ 
tor Martinez homered and 
had four RBIs fo lead fhe Ti¬ 
gers over the Twins. 

Rajai Davis also connected 
for the Tigers, who have 
won two straight to earn a 
split of this four-game se¬ 
ries. 

Minnesota scored 32 runs in 
winning the first two games 
of fhe series and Defroit 
had 21 in faking the last 
two. 

Martinez homered off Brian 
Duensing in the sixth for a 
7-3 lead. His 25th home run 
of fhe season fies his career 
high set in 2007 with Cleve¬ 
land. 

Tigers starter Max Scher- 
zer (15-4) lasted just five in¬ 


nings, allowing seven hifs 
and three earned runs. 
Minnesota starter Kyle Gib¬ 
son (11-10) only pitched 
4 2-3 innings on a hot and 
humid afternoon, allowing 
five earned runs on eight 
hits. 

RAYS 2, BLUE JAYS 1, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

TORONTO (AP) — Evan 
Longoria singled home the 
go-ahead run in the 10th 
inning as the Rays beat the 
Blue Jays. 

Facing Sergio Santos (0-3), 
who was promoted from 
Triple-A Buffalo earlier in 
the day, Ben Zobrist walked 
to begin the 10th and went 
to third on Logan Forsythe’s 
flyball that Nolan Reimold 
dropped for a two-base er¬ 
ror. Longoria followed with 
a groundball single to left, 
scoring Zobrist. Q 


NFL, FIFA join forces to evaluate concussions 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Medical 
officials from the NFL, FIFA 
and other sports organiza¬ 
tions are banding together 
to look into better ways to 
identify, manage and treat 
concussions. 

The “think tank,” funded by 
an educational grant from 
the NFL, was held Sunday 
and Monday at league 
headquarters in New York. 
Dozens of scientific and 
medical personnel from 
football, rugby and eques¬ 
trian circles participated. 

Dr. Rich Ellenbogen, chair¬ 
man of the NFL’s head. 


neck and spine commit¬ 
tee, said the various sports 
organizations “need to look 
at all variations of what is 
being done around the 
world.” 

“This will change the para¬ 
digm,” Ellenbogen said of 
such cooperation among 
sports. “How can we ac¬ 
celerate the information? 
This can provide a unique 
perspective to get people 
back to health. There are 
a lot of big ideas that can 
come out of this that reso¬ 
nated with all the leagues 
that may have not come 
up if they had done it in iso¬ 
lation.” 


Among those on hand 
were FIFA's chief medical 
officer. Dr. Jiri Dvorak; Dr. 
Martin Raftery of the In¬ 
ternational Rugby Board; 
Dr. Willem Meeuwisse of 
the University of Calgary’s 
sports injury prevention re¬ 
search center; and Dr. Paul 
McCrory, an associate pro¬ 
fessor at Australia’s Florey 
Institute of Neuroscience 
and Mental Health. 
McCrory, who works with 
Australian Rules Football, 
also emphasized the need 
to work collectively. 

“This is an exciting devel¬ 
opment in the science of 
sports concussion,” he said. 


“Working with internation¬ 
al sports leaders not only 
benefits athletes in profes¬ 
sional sports but amateur 
participants throughout the 
world.” 

Handling concussions was 
a major topic at the re¬ 
cently concluded World 
Cup in Brazil. In the wake of 
FIFA being criticized during 
the tournament for not ef¬ 
fectively policing concus¬ 
sions, Dvorak insisted that 
the team doctor has final 
say over players returning 
to action after an apparent 
head injury. 

He promised that FIFA 
would make it clear who is 


in charge if a player is sus¬ 
pected to be concussed. 
“There is a controversy 
about overruling the deci¬ 
sion of the team doctor,” 
he said. “From FIFA’s side, 
we will strengthen the posi¬ 
tion of the team doctor, as 
we did already in the past.” 
More meetings are 
planned, perhaps as soon 
as later this year. The meth¬ 
odology for future research 
must be determined, as 
well as which sports might 
have particularly strong 
insight into certain treat¬ 
ments. Funding for any 
initiatives must also still be 
decided. □ 
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Nationals rough up Giants bullpen in 14-6 win 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ian 

Desmond and Bryce Harp¬ 
er homered and drove in 
two runs each, helping the 
streaking Nationals rally for 
the win. 

Jose Lobaton doubled 
among his three hits, drove 
in a run and scored twice 
for the Nationals, who took 
the game against the Gi¬ 
ants despite a labored 
four-inning outing from 
starter Stephen Strasburg. 
Craig Stammen (4-4) al¬ 
lowed a run in two innings 
of relief for NL-East lead¬ 
ing Washington, which has 
won 12 of 13. Danny Espi¬ 
nosa also homered for the 
Nationals. 

Giants reliever Jeremy Af- 
feldt (3-2) allowed five hits 
and five runs in the sixth 
without retiring a batter af¬ 
ter the departure of starter 
Ryan Vogelsong. 

REDS 5, BRAVES 3 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Alfre¬ 
do Simon pitched seven 
strong innings to earn his 
first win in eight starts since 
the All-Star break and Todd 
Frazier homered for the 
Reds. 

Simon (13-8), who was 0-5 
since pitching in the All- 
Star Game, opened with 
six shutout innings before 
yielding a run in the sev¬ 
enth. He allowed five hits 
with one walk and six strike¬ 
outs over seven innings. 
Logan Ondrusek allowed 
Evan Gattis's 20th homer 
leading off the ninth and 
Jonathan Broxton gave up 
Jason Heyward’s RBI single 
before coaxing Justin Up¬ 


ton into grounding into a 
base-loaded forceout for 
his seventh save for the 
Reds. 

The Reds have won back- 
to-back games for the first 
time since winning three 
straight against Cleveland 
August 5-7. 

PHILLIES 7, CARDINALS 1 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Jim¬ 


games. 

Williams (2-0) continued his 
fine form with Philadelphia, 
his third team this season. 
The right-hander allowed 
one run on five hits while 
setting a season high for in¬ 
nings. 

Justin Masterson (2-2) was 
lifted after giving up five 
runs and six hits in three in¬ 


gave up a homer to An¬ 
drew McCutchen with one 
in the ninth. Rodriguez put 
the tying run aboard with 
two outs with a walk be¬ 
fore striking out Pedro Al¬ 
varez for his 39th save. 
Milwaukee knocked 

around Vance Worley (5- 
4) for four runs over the first 
two innings, with each hit 



Washington Nationals pitcher Stephen Strasburg delivers during 
game against the San Francisco Giants, Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014, 

my Rollins homered and 


Jerome Williams tossed 
eight strong innings to lead 
the Phillies over the Cardi¬ 
nals. 

Ben Revere had a pair of 
hits and an RBI for Phila¬ 
delphia, which took two 
of three from the Cardinals 
to claim consecutive series 
wins for the first time since 
April. 

Jhonny Peralta and Os¬ 
car Taveras had a pair of 
hits for St. Louis, which lost 
for just the third time in 11 


nings. 

BREWERS 4, PIRATES 3 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mike Fi- 
ers held Pittsburgh to two 
hits in seven innings for his 
fourth straight win since 
coming up from Triple-A, 
and the Brewers avoided 
a three-game sweep at 
home. 

Fiers (4-1) fanned seven. 
He allowed Starling Marte's 
two-run shot in the second 
before refiring 16 of fhe 
next 17 batters. 

Closer Francisco Rodriguez 


American soccer player 
Tim Howard has book deal 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can soccer hero and in¬ 
ternational celebrity Tim 
Howard has advanced to 
the next round of fame: a 
book deal. 

Howard has penned a 
memoir fhaf will be pub¬ 
lished Dec. 9 by HarperCol- 
lins Publishers. The publisher 
said Monday fhaf “The 
Keeper” will be available 
in adulf and young adult 
editions. 

In a statement issued 
through HarperCollins, the 


35-year-old Howard says 
he was eager to share the 
highs and lows of his life 
and career, including his 
baffles with Tourette’s syn¬ 
drome, and hopes to in¬ 
spire others. 

World Cup fans were daz¬ 
zled this summer by How¬ 
ard’s 15 saves in the Ameri¬ 
cans’ 2-1 loss in extra time 
to Belgium in the second 
round. He recently agreed 
to a multiyear deal to serve 
as a commentator for NBC 
Sports GroupO 



In this Saturday, June 26, 

2010, file photo. United States 
goalkeeper Tim Howard 
clenches his fist during the 
World Cup round of 16 soccer 
match between the U. S. and 
Ghana at Royal Bafokeng 
Stadium in Rustenburg, South 
Africa. Associated Press 


the first inning of a baseball 
in Washington. Associated Press 

coming with two outs. 

METS 11, DODGERS 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lu¬ 
cas Duda homered twice, 
drove in a career-high five 
runs and was involved in 
the New York Mets’ first 
triple play in over four sea¬ 
sons, allowing a grieving 
Bartolo Colon fo breeze to 
a victory over the Dodgers. 
Colon (12-10) gave up two 
runs and five hifs over six in¬ 
nings and struck out five in 
his first start since his moth¬ 
er Adriana passed away 
on Monday from breast 
cancer. 

Kevin Correia (2-1) lasted 
only three innings on his 
34th birthday, giving up 
seven runs — five earned 
— and seven hits. 

Duda, Reuben Tejada and 
Travis d'Arnaud all hom¬ 
ered against the right¬ 
hander. 

PADRES 7, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 4 

PHOENIX (AP) — Yasmani 
Grandal homered and 
drove in four runs, and Ian 
Kennedy won in his second 
game back at Chase Field, 
as the Padres beat the Dia¬ 
mondbacks. 

After struggling his first 


game back in the desert 
a year ago, Kennedy (10- 
11) was sharp against his 
former team before tiring 
late, striking out six in 5 2-3 
innings. 

Grandal provided plenty 
of support, hitting a deep 
sacrifice fly in the first inning 
and clearing the wall easily 
in the fifth with a three-run 
homer off Chase Anderson 
(7-6). 

Pinch-hifter Will Venable 
added a two-run hom¬ 
er and Joaquin Benoit 
worked a perfect ninth for 
his eighth save to give San 
Diego manager Bud Black 
his 600th career win. 
ROCKIES 7, MARLINS 4 
DENVER (AP) — Nolan Are- 
nado hit a two-run homer 
and Christian Bergman 
pitched into the seventh to 
earn his first major league 
win, helping the Rockies 
beat the Marlins. 

Bergman (1-2) was rein¬ 
stated from the disabled 
list earlier in the day after 
missing 51 games with a 
broken left hand. He gave 
up nine hits and four runs in 
his first start since June 20. 
Arenado kept up his tor¬ 
rid month by going 2 for 4, 
raising his average to .388 
in August. 

Miami’s Brad Hand (2-6) 
settled down after giving 
up two early homers. But 
he lasted just 4 1-3 innings 
and was charged with four 
runs and nine hits. 

CUBS 2, ORIOLES 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Tsuyo- 
shi Wada allowed Steve 
Pearce’s leadoff homer in 
the seventh inning for Balti¬ 
more’s only hit as the Cubs 
beat the AL East-leading 
Orioles for a three-game 
sweep. Wada (4-1) got a 
popout after the homer 
that landed on Waveland 
Avenue and departed to a 
standing ovation from the 
crowd of 32,774. He struck 
out a career-high eight 
and walked one in 6 1-3 
innings in his eighth career 
start. Arismendy Alcantara 
homered run for the Cubs. 
Miguel Gonzalez (6-7) al¬ 
lowed two runs and six hits 
in 6 1-3 innings after he 
was recalled from Triple-A 
Norfolk to replace Ubaldo 
Jimenez (4-9, 4.74 ERA) in 
the Orioles rotation. □ 
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Luxury fashion takes on fitness technology 


LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Luxury 
fashion is making inroads in 
wearable tech as more de¬ 
signers try their hands at de¬ 
veloping smart, stylish acces¬ 
sories and clothing aimed 
at tracking performance 
and health, or simply mak¬ 
ing connected lives easier to 
manage. 

“We actually think the fash¬ 
ion industry should be in the 
driver’s seat,” Ayse lldeniz, 
vice president of business 
development and strategy 
for Intel’s new devices group, 
said at a January event in 
Las Vegas. 

Designers are listening. 

Luxury brand Ralph Lauren 
plans to unveil its high-perfor¬ 
mance smart compression 
shirt, the Polo Tech, on Mon¬ 
day at the start of the U.S. 
Open. The company took in 
feedback from players and 
ball boys during practice ses¬ 
sions and plans to begin sell¬ 
ing the shirt this spring, said 
David Lauren, an executive 
vice president of his father’s 
namesake company. 
Hewlett-Packard Co. called 
on designer Michael Bastion 
and online retailer Gilt to de¬ 
velop a high-design smart 
watch that is Android and 
iOS compatible, allowing a 
user to take in notifications 
for email, text and calls, and 
to manage music and apps. 
It reportedly, could hit the 
market this fall. 

And Tory Burch partnered 
with Fitbit for accessories she 


designed exclusively for use 
with the fitness brand’s Flex, 
including a brass pendant 
and bracelet, and patterned 
silicone wristbands. 

Does the geek side of the 
equation need the luxury 
fashion side? 

It’s the hope of Lauren that 
Polo Tech, featuring sensors 
knitted in to read heartbeat, 
respiration and other bio¬ 
metrics, will resonate with the 


fit and the trying-to-get-fit. 
Data collected by the shirt 
is stored by a “black box,” 
which also is enabled with 
ways to capture movement 
and direction. The black box 
transmits data, including 
stress levels and energy out¬ 
put, into the cloud for display 
on a tablet or smartphones. 
“What Ralph Lauren is hop¬ 
ing to do is take the technol¬ 
ogy and to look at opportu¬ 
nities that we believe, and 


that our customers believe, 
would help them to live hap¬ 
pier and healthier lives,” 
Lauren said in an interview 
ahead of the Open, where 
the company is the official 
outfitter. 

The tennis tournament, he 
said, is a great testing ground 
as sports technology has im¬ 
proved in the last year. Foot¬ 
ball helmets can measure 
impact and tennis rackets 


can tell how hard you — or 
Roger Federer — hit the ball, 
and how good his — and 
your— backhand are in real 
time. 

“We’re going to take our 
time with it now, and we’re 
going to learn,” Lauren said. 
“Our goal is to introduce this 
technology into a variety of 
different kinds of shirts over 
the next year.” 

Fashion also has Intel’s ear. 
lldeniz said at the winter 


Consumer Electronics Show 
in Las Vegas that the chip 
company is collaborating 
with the design coopera¬ 
tive Opening Ceremony, the 
Council of Fashion Designers 
of America and luxury retail¬ 
er Barneys to find new ways 
for technology developers 
and fashion designers to 
work more closely on wear¬ 
ables. 

The first item up is a luxury 
smart bracelet to be sold at 
Barneys New York. The idea 
is to draw other designers in 
as well. An update on the 
bracelet will come in the 
next few weeks, said Hum¬ 
berto Leon, who founded 
Opening Ceremony. 
“Through this relationship, we 
have truly pushed boundar¬ 
ies of wearable technology 
by converging fashion and 
tech,” he said in an email. 
According to the NPD Group, 
the digital fitness category 
has grown to more than 
$330 million, a market large 
enough to accommodate 
consumers ranging from se¬ 
rious athletes to hobbyists, 
NPD analyst Ben Arnold said 
in a statement. A recent 
NPD study showed that 52 
percent of consumers say 
they’ve heard of wearable 
technology devices, includ¬ 
ing smart glasses, bracelets, 
watches and fitness tracking 
devices, and one-in-three 
say they’re likely to buy one. 
Misfit’s Shine, a waterproof 
aluminum orb that comes 
in nine colors, has been on 
the market for a year. It sells 


in big-box stores that include 
Best Buy and Target, in Ap¬ 
ple stores and on Amazon, 
along with numerous other 
outlets around the world, 
said spokeswoman Amy Pu- 
liafito. 

It retails for $99, with acces¬ 
sories that include a more 
formal necklace that costs 
an additional $79. 

In September, the device will 
make an appearance on 
the New York Fashion Week 
runway of Chromat and its 
designer Becca McCharen. 
She’s a former urban plan¬ 
ner known for structural exo¬ 
skeletons worn by Beyonce, 
Nicki Minaj and Madonna. 
“Knowing your pulse, your 
wellness level and your ac¬ 
tivity level should be some¬ 
thing that isn’t a burden, isn’t 
something that people don’t 
look forward to, so having 
something beautiful makes it 
way more fun and way more 
enjoyable for the consumer,” 
Puliafito said. 

Adam Roth, the CFDA’s di¬ 
rector of strategic partner¬ 
ships, is the fashion trade 
group’s point person on the 
Intel collaboration. He also 
helped with a recent round¬ 
table where Intel designers 
sat down with about 70 fash¬ 
ion designers to exchange 
ideas. “There are so many 
wearable products coming 
out,” Roth said. “Not every 
one is useful but may look 
beautiful. Not every one is 
beautiful but is really useful. 
We’re getting to the sweet 
spot, where it’s both.’Q 



This product image released by Ralph Lauren shows the 
new Polo Tech compression shirt. The garment offers smart 
technology to send heartbeat, respiration, stress levels and 
other data to tablets and smartphones. Associated Press 


LG bets on pricey OLED 
technology as future of TVs 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
AP Technology Writer 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— LG Electronics Inc. an¬ 
nounced two new giant 
OLED TVs with ultra-high 
definition screens Monday, 
sticking with its strategy of 
using the exceptionally ex¬ 
pensive OLED display tech¬ 
nology. The South Korean 
company said it will ship 
65-inch OLED TVs starting 
September in South Korea, 
Europe and North Ameri¬ 
ca. A 77-inch model will hit 
shelves later this year. 

While major TV makers are 
pushing to make ultra HD 


TVs mainstream, they use 
LCD screens. The super- 
high resolution picture, also 
known as 4K, packs four 
times more pixels than reg¬ 
ular HD televisions. 

Making ultra HD quality TVs 
with OLED screens remain 
costly. LG’s 65-inch mod¬ 
el will cost 12 million won 
($11,765). Other types of ul¬ 
tra HD televisions sell for less 
than $3,000. 

OLED features deeper col¬ 
or saturation and a sharper 
image quality than LCD. 
But for years, its cost and 
high production error rate 
prevented the technology 


from catching on among 
mainstream consumers. 

LG said it is committed to 
OLED because the cost 
will come down and its ad¬ 
vanced screen will eventu¬ 
ally replace LCD screens. 
It forecasts that OLED TV 
sales will overtake LCD TV 
sales “within a few years.” 
“OLED is where we must 
head next,” said Ha Hyun- 
hwoi, head of LG’s TV busi¬ 
ness. “It is a matter of time.” 
LG’s aggressive bet on 
OLED TVs is in contrast with 
its rival Samsung Electron¬ 
ics Co. After rolling out a 
55-inch curved TV that 
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A journalist takes pictures of a LG Electronics' Ultra Organic 
Light-emitting Diode (OLED) 3D TV during a press unveiling in 
Seoul, South Korea. Monday, Aug. 25, 2014. 

Associated Press 


uses an OLED display last 
year, Samsung has not an¬ 
nounced an upgrade to its 
OLED TV for this year. Sam¬ 


sung uses OLED technolo¬ 
gy mostly for small devices, 
such as smartphones and 
tablet computers.^ 
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S&P 500 touches milestone in Monday trading 


Investors urge 
Ann Taylor firm 
on chain sales 

MICHAEL J. de la MERCED 
© 2014 New York Times 

Ann Inc., the parent com¬ 
pany of Ann Taylor stores, 
is being pressed to explore 
options, including a sale, 
by activist investor Engine 
Capital and hedge fund 
Red Alder. 

In a letter made public on 
Monday, Engine Capital 
and Red Alder said they 
believed that the compa¬ 
ny could be worth $50 to 
$55 a share to an acquirer, 
or a 33 to 46.5 percent pre¬ 
mium to its stock price as of 
Friday. 

The retailer operates more 
than 1,000 stores and out¬ 
let stores under the Ann 
Taylor and Loft brands. 
“Ann is an incredibly suit¬ 
able candidate for a pri¬ 
vate equity acquirer be¬ 
cause of its consistent 
performance over the 
years, ability to further im¬ 
prove margins, significant 
and growing free cash 
flow generation,” the firms 
wrote in the letter. “A large 
international retailer could 
take Ann's iconic brands 
and significantly expand 
their presence internation¬ 
ally at a faster pace.” 
Engine Capital and Red Al¬ 
der revealed that they had 
held private discussions 
with Ann’s management 
over the last couple of 
weeks, but they had been 
disappointed with the lack 
of progress. 

The two firms said they 
owned more than 1 per¬ 
cent of Ann Inc. sfock. 

“We think the status quo is 
untenable,” the letter said. 
“Therefore, we urge the 
board to retain immedi¬ 
ately a nationally recog¬ 
nized investment bank and 
establish a special commit¬ 
tee of independent direc¬ 
tors to explore strategic 
alternatives to maximize 
shareholder value, includ¬ 
ing a sale of the compa¬ 
ny.” 

In a statement, Ann Inc. 
said that it “welcomes 
open communications” 
with its shareholders. 

The private equity fund 
Golden Gate Capital took 
a 9.5 percent stake in Ann 
Inc. this year. 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

Summer doldrums? Not on 
Wall Street. 

The stock market notched 
another first on Monday as 
the Standard & Poor’s 500 
index nudged briefly past 
the 2,000-point mark and 
closed with its second re¬ 
cord high in a week. 

The move was the latest 
milestone in a five-year 
rally for U.S. stocks, which 
are enjoying a late-summer 
revival after dipping ear¬ 
lier this month on concerns 
about geopolitical tensions 
in Russia and the Middle 
East. 

Investors have put aside 
those concerns tor now, 
focusing instead on the im¬ 
proving outlook for fhe U.S. 
economy, rising earnings 
and corporate deals. 

News on Monday that 
Burger King was in talks to 
acquire doughnut chain 
Tim Hortons and create 
a new holding company 
headquartered in Canada 
had stocks pointing higher 
in premarket trading. 

That built on word over the 
weekend that California 
biofech company Inter- 
Mune agreed to sell itself to 
Swiss pharmaceutical com¬ 
pany Roche for $8.3 billion. 
Some other names in bio¬ 
tech also got a boost from 
the deal. 

The deals overshadowed 
disappointing news in the 


CHICAGO (BUSINESS WIRE) 

- Hyatt Hotels Corpora¬ 
tion (NYSE: H) today an¬ 
nounced the opening 
of Hyatt Regency Suzhou in 
Suzhou, one of the most im¬ 
portant economic, cultural 
and historic cities of Eastern 
China, neighboring Shang¬ 
hai. 

The city of Suzhou, known 
as “the Venice of China,” 
is renowned tor its ancient 
canals, stone bridges and 
UNESCO-listed classic gar¬ 
dens. Hyatt Regency Su¬ 
zhou provides contempo¬ 
rary comfort and high-tech 
amenities to businessand 
leisure guests in the thriving 
heart of fhis historic city. 
“We are thrilled that Hyatt 
Regency Suzhou is now part 


housing market. 

Shortly after the market 
opened, the Commerce 
Department reported that 
sales of new homes slid 2.4 
percent last month. 
Homebuilder stocks de¬ 
clined, but the losses didn’t 
spread to the broader mar¬ 


ket. In fact, stocks did the 
opposite. 

The S&P 500, a widely fol¬ 
lowed barometer of the 
stock market, crossed 


of fhis vibrant community. 
The opening of Hyatt Re¬ 
gency Suzhou is a strategic 
step for Hyaff as we grow 
our brand presence in Chi¬ 
na,” said Christopher Koe¬ 
hler, vice president of oper¬ 
ations - China, Hyatt. “We 
believe that the authentic 
hospitality and care deliv¬ 
ered by our colleagues will 
be well received by the ho¬ 
tel’s guests and the com¬ 
munity. We look forward 
to fostering meaningful 
connecfions among busi¬ 
ness and leisure travelers 
around the world." 
Strategically nestled in the 
Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP) 
with a subway station at its 
doorstep, Hyatt Regency 
Suzhou is part of Jinghope 


above 2,000 in the first hour 
of trading. 

The index fluctuated 
above and below the mile¬ 
stone throughout the day 
and ended just below that 
mark. 

“The index number itself is 
somewhat symbolic,” said 


David Kelley, JPMorgan 
Funds’ chief global strate¬ 
gist. “It’s a continuation of 
what we’ve seen all year.” 
All told, the S&P 500 added 


Plaza, a new complex proj¬ 
ect that includes a luxury 
shopping mall, entertain¬ 
ment venues and two 
Grade-A office buildings. 
Hyaft Regency Suzhou is a 
key connecting point be¬ 
tween Suzhou and Shang¬ 
hai, offering easy acces¬ 
sibility to visiting guests. It 
takes just 25 minutes by 
train to reach Shanghai, 
one hour by car to reach 
Shanghai Hongqiao Inter¬ 
national Airport, and 10 
minutes by car to reach 
Suzhou SIP Railway Station, 
the transportation hub of 
Yangtze River Delta region. 
Neighboring the pictur¬ 
esque Jinji Lake, Suzhou 
Culture and Arts Cen- 


9.52 points, or 0.5 percent, 
to 1,997.92. It closed at 
a record last Thursday of 
1,992.37. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 75.65 points, 
or 0.4 percent, to 17,076.87. 
The Nasdaq composite 
gained 18.80 points, or 0.4 


percent, to 4,557.35. 

The major U.S. indexes are 
riding a three-week streak 
of weekly gains and are up 
for the year. 


ter, Suzhou International 
Expo Center and the Ferris 
Wheel Park, Hyatt Regen¬ 
cy Suzhou will also provide 
a convenient blend be¬ 
tween the ancient Suzhou 
city and new district. 

The hotel offers 355 spa¬ 
cious guestrooms and 
suites plus a Regency Club. 
There are five restaurants 
and lounges, more than 
15,000 square feet of inno¬ 
vative meeting, event and 
wedding venues, and spa 
and wellness facilities. 

The refreshing, contempo¬ 
rary design by LTW Design- 
works features a breath¬ 
taking 29-story triangular 
atrium topped with a glass 
roof. 


Hyatt Regency Suzhou opens in Eastern China 



Czech Tomas Berdych, the 2014 U.S. Open tennis tournament sixth seed, center, and Fabrizio 
Sestini, ATP marketing director, right, visit with specialist Glenn Carell on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. The stock market notched another first on Monday as the S&P 500 index nudged 
briefly past the 2,000-point mark. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Hard to swallow? Burger King may move to Canada 


CANDICE CHOI 
MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Some 
Burger King customers 
are finding it hard to swal¬ 
low that the home of the 
Whopper could move to 
Canada. 

Investors seemed to wel¬ 
come the announce¬ 
ment by Burger King late 
Sunday that it was in talks 
to buy Canadian coffee- 
and-doughnut chain Tim 
Hortons and create the 
world’s third-largest fast- 
food restaurant company. 
The news pushed shares of 
both companies up more 
than 20 percent. 

But customers were al¬ 
ready voicing their discon¬ 
tent with the 60-year-old 
hamburger chain because 
of its plans to relocate its 
corporate headquarters 
to Canada in a deal that 
could lower its taxes. By 
Monday afternoon. Burger 
King’s Facebook page had 
more than 1,000 mostly 
negative comments about 
the potential deal. 

Shawn Simpson, who 
hadn’t heard of the talks 
until approached by a re¬ 
porter while he was at a 
Burger King in New York 
City on Monday afternoon, 
said he didn't like the idea 
of the company paying its 
taxes to another country. 
“For them to take their 
headquarters and move it 
across the border is a neg¬ 
ative for me,” said Simp¬ 
son, 44, who was ordering 
a Double Whopper and 
onion rings. “It’s an Ameri¬ 
can brand.” 

A representative for Burger 
King, Miguel Piedra, said 
while the headquarters of 
the new company would 
be in Canada, Burger King 
would still continue to be 
run out of Miami. Piedra 
also said the comments 
on Burger King’s Facebook 
page represent a small 
fraction of the company’s 
more than 7 million follow¬ 
ers on the social media site. 
Burger King isn’t the first 
company to face fallout 
over a tax inversion, which 
is when a company ac¬ 
quires abusiness in another 
country, then relocates its 
headquarters there. Big 
U.S. companies, including 



A Burger King sign and a Tim Hortons sign are displayed in Ottawa, Ontario, Monday, Aug. 25, 
2014. Burger King is in talks to buy Tim Hortons in hopes of creating a new, publicly traded com¬ 
pany with its headquarters in Canada. 

(AP Photo/Sean Kilpatrick) 


pharmaceutical AbbiVie 
and Valeant Pharma¬ 
ceuticals, recently have 
pursued tax inversions to 
cut their costs. Earlier this 
month, Walgreen aban¬ 
doned plans to pursue a 
tax inversion after nega¬ 
tive publicity about the 
planned move. 

President Barack Obama 
and Congress have criti¬ 
cized inversions because 
they mean a loss of tax 
revenue for the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment. 

White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest wouldn't 
comment on Burger King's 
announcement on Mon¬ 
day, but said the president 
generally believes it’s un¬ 
fair for companies to pur¬ 
sue a tax inversion merely 
to pay less in taxes. 


Continued on Page 27 


Amazon to buy gamer streaming platform Twitch 



This image provided by Amazon shows the Amazon Fire TV sys¬ 
tem during a news conference in New York. E-commerce giant 
Amazon is buying streaming platform Twitch Interactive for $970 
million in cash as it seeks to take part in video gaming's growth 
as an online spectator sport. 

(Photo by Diane Bondareff/AP Images) 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon 
is hoping to become the 
ESPN of video games. 

The e-commerce giant is 
buying streaming platform 
Twitch Interactive for $970 
million in cash as it seeks 
to take part in video gam¬ 
ing's growth as an online 
spectator sport. 

Twitch is a multi-channel 
online network built for 
a generation of people 
who not only enjoy play¬ 
ing video games, but find it 
entertaining to watch oth¬ 
ers who might impart tricks 
and tips for excelling at 
their favorite games. 
Amazon's purchase is an 
acknowledgment that 
gameplay video feeds 
are increasingly lucra¬ 
tive. Twitch had 55 million 
unique visitors in July, up 
from 20 million in 2012. Most 
visited the Twitch.tv web¬ 
site to watch other peo¬ 
ple play live or recorded 
games —competitions in¬ 
terspersed with advertising. 
Digital video advertising 
in the U.S. is expected to 
reach $5.96 billion this year, 
according to eMarketer, 
up 41.9 percent from 2013. 
“Broadcasting and watch¬ 
ing gameplay is a global 


phenomenon and Twitch 
has built a platform that 
brings together tens of mil¬ 
lions of people who watch 
billions of minutes of games 
each month,” said Ama¬ 
zon CEO Jeff Bezos in a 
statement. 

The deal is the latest ex¬ 
ample of Amazon expand¬ 
ing into new commercial 
arenas. It introduced its 
own smartphone, the Fire, 
this month. Earlier this sum¬ 
mer, it added same-day 
delivery, a set-top video 


streaming device to its list 
of services for members of 
Prime, its $99 annual loyalty 
program. 

Amazon already has an 
in-house gaming studio 
that makes games, and its 
Fire TV set top box was de¬ 
signed to attract gamers. 
Twitch CEO Emmett Shear 
said Amazon is a good fit 
because “they believe in 
our community, they share 
our values and long-term 
vision.” 

Google had been in talks 


to buy Twitch, but no deal 
materialized. Forrester Re¬ 
search analyst James Mc- 
Quivey believes Google 
might have been a better 
fit for Twitch. 

“Twitch will be a harder as¬ 
set for Amazon to use,” he 
said. “It doesn’t have the 
kind of video streaming au¬ 
dience that Google's You¬ 
Tube does.” 

However, McQuivey add¬ 
ed that Amazon is trying 
to own more of its own 
content rather than simply 
selling others’ and Twitch 
could help the company 
do that. 

“(Twitch) captures peo¬ 
ple’s attention for hours a 
week and it also creates a 
product tie-in opportunity 
that Amazon can capital¬ 
ize on in a way that Google 
could not,” he said. 

In a letter addressed to 
Twitch’s users. Shear em¬ 
phasized Amazon’s willing¬ 
ness to allow the gaming 
service operate indepen¬ 
dently as a key reason for 
the deal coming togeth¬ 
er. It’s not clear whether 
Twitch would have been 
given as much autonomy 
had it been bought by 
Google, given the leading 
role that YouTube already 
plays in online video.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Flew the 
moved away 

5 African nation 

10 Pretense; farce 

14 Wheel rod 

15 Pulley cords 

16 _ vault; track 
and field event 
at the Olympics 

17 Adolescent 

18 Vote into office 

19 Baseball 
officials 

20 Betrothed 

22 Large striped 
female feline 

24 Boy 

25 British noble 

26 Daring deeds 

29 _ person; 
apiece 

30 Get through to 

34 “For Your Eyes 
_”; 007 movie 

35 Soothing drink 

36 Inlet between 
Asia and Africa 

37 Flullabaloo 

38 Tennis games 

40 Noticed 

41 British capital 

43 Evil spell 

44 Writing table 

45 As _ as honey 

46 Fellows 

47 Memos 

48 Garments of 
old Rome 

50 Coolidge, to 
friends 

51 Penny-pinching 

54 Annuls, as laws 

58 Lofty poems 

59 Think _; plan 
for the future 

61 Tiny insect 

62 Venetian blind 
piece 

63 Striped animal 
from Africa 

64 _ up; spends 

65 Matching pairs 

66 Glowing coal 

67 Game defeat 

DOWN 

1 Ms. Blanchett 


i 

2 

3 

n 



6 

7 

8 

n 


0 

ii 

12 

13 

14 




5 





L 




17 




L 





L 




20 




21 



u 

r 








24 



■ 

F 






26 

27 

28 



■ 




■ 

30 


31 

32 

33 

34 




■ 

r 



■ 







37 








39 



u 

40 



41 



42 



■ 

3 




44 




45 





■ 

r 



■ 

F 






48 


49 



■ 

p 




51 

52 

53 



L 


■ 

F 




55 

56 

57 

58 







60 




r 




62 




63 





64 




65 



J 

66 




J 

L 





Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 


2 Plow animals 

3 Designer _ 
Cassini 

4 _ box; ice 
hockey pen 

5 Avarice 

6 _ up; rob at 
gunpoint 

7 Primate 

8 Thick juice 

9 Up and about 

10 Rejected with 
disdain 

11 Residence 

12 “Heidi” setting 

13 State of clutter 
21 Car fuel 

23 Punctures 

25 Sandy shores 

26 Young horses 

27 _ with; bestow 
on 

28 By oneself 

29 Gerbil or kitty 

31 Valuable thing 

32 Discontinue 

33 Birds of prey 

35 Light brown 

36 Reed or Linn 
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38 Engine 

39 Chicken’s mom 
42 Hates 

44 Very sad 

46 Rowdy disorder 

47 Afternoon rest 

49 Thin shiny 
donut coating 

50 Fragrant wood 


51 Peat _; marsh 
growth 

52 Not working 

53 Bench or stool 

54 Seldom seen 

55 Too 

56 Pinky & Bruce 

57 Impudent talk 
60 Subside 
















































































































































































































































































































































































Burger King 

Continued from Page 25 

The Obama administration 
is considering executive 
steps it could take to de- 
incentivize inversions. 

Unlike many other compa¬ 
nies, Burger King's move 
also has the potential to 
turn off customers as well, 
since it's a brand people 
are so familiar with. It's dif¬ 
ficult to gauge whether 
such fallout would hurt the 
fast-food chain’sbusiness in 
the U.S. 

Some analysts say even if 
some Burger King custom¬ 
ers are initially angered 
by the move, the feel¬ 
ings could quickly fade 
since there wouldn't be 
any significant changes in 
restaurants as a result of 
the deal. Besides, many 
Burger King customers who 
go to the chain for con¬ 
venience may not care 
enough about the move to 
change their eating habits. 


said Jonathan Maze, edi¬ 
tor of Restaurant Finance 
Monitor, which tracks the 
industry. 

“It’s going to irritate peo¬ 
ple, but basically it's a pa¬ 
per move,” he said. 

It’s not clear exactly how 
much a combination with 
Tim Hortons would reduce 
Burger King's tax costs. A 
recent report by KPMG 
found that total tax costs in 
Canada are 46.4 percent 
lower than in the United 
States. 

Both companies cautioned 
there was no guarantee a 
deal would happen. But 
each could benefit from 
the deal, which they say 
would create a new hold¬ 
ing company with 18,000 
restaurants in 100 countries 
and about $22 billion in 
sales. 

Burger King's stock surged 
$5.78, or 21 percent, to 
$32.89 on Monday, while 
Tim Hortons’ stock also rose 
21 percent to $76. 33.Q 



Westpunt 29 

This two storey villa comes 
with luxury kitchen and 
appliances, spacious living 
room with large covered 
porch, double garage, 
swimming pool, 3 spacious 
A/C bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
walk-in closet, upstairs office 
space or gym with balcony 
overlooking the backyard, 
pallapas, fountainan 
landscaped garden. 
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Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 
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US$799. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 


DOCTOR 

f ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

| Dr. Angela 

San Nicolas 

kQ Dr. Linden v/d 



Marriott Aruba Surf 


Club 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17k 
PLATINUM Season 


2 bedroom Grand Royal Club 

level at the Occidental Vacation 
Club. Summer season, weeks 
18-50, price only $25,000 
Lifetime ownership 
this unit sells through the sales 
office for $52,500, for only 25 
years ownership 
For any information: 

Call Jan Falcone 593-8700 
e-mail: janaruba@gmail.com 

202443 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
wk 29 Casa del Mar 

1 br, unit 1326 start 7/19, $2400 
and wk 33 start 8/16 1 br 
unit 1435 $2200 
Aruba Beach Club wk 32 
start 8/9 superior rm 234$2975 
Paradise Villas 1 br unit 310, 
$2300 8/9 start wk 32 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 


EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Trupiaal Tel: 583-8560 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


Oceanview $16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 
OV $46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV 
$49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 
PLATINUM Season 
2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 
and $7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 
Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


US 508 651 0016 

202327 

TIMESHARE FOR 
RENT/SALE 
Divi Phoenix 

ocean F. Studio Rm 504 start 
9/13 to 20, king bed queen 
sleeper, rent $775 sale $3500 
and 

Divi Dutch Villas studio 

rm 128 wk 35 start Aug. 30 rent 
$695 sale $ 2900 sleeps 4 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

202436 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TA! 


S\MP 

Violence AgnLnfkt yVomorh 


INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


August 26 

cnival Sunshine 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 

FOUNDATION 


FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 


Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 



FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 


FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
ADVERTISING IN THE ARUBA T0BAY 


AVISO@BONDIA.COM 


Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Invasive insect threatens iconic Florida citrus 


TAMARA LUSH 


Associated Press 

LAKE WALES, Fla. (AP) — 

Citrus has always been 
synonymous with Florida. 
The orange adorns the 
state license plate. The Uni¬ 
versity of Florida’s famed 
football stadium was 
named after an orange 
magnate. There is even a 
county called Citrus. 
Throughout the decades, 
the citrus industry has 
always stood strong — 
through freezes, hurricanes 
and rampant develop¬ 
ment. 

But now the $9 billion in¬ 
dustry is facing its biggest 
threat yet, putting at risk 
the state’s economy but 
also its very identity. Blame 
a mottled brown bug no 
bigger than a pencil eras¬ 
er that carries a lethal dis¬ 
ease. 

In China, where the prob¬ 
lem was first discovered, 
it’s called huanglongbing. 
Translation: "the yellow 
dragon disease.” In Flor¬ 
ida, it’s known simply as 
"greening.” 

It arrived here via an inva¬ 
sive bug called the Asian 
Citrus Psyllid, which carries 
bacteria that are left be¬ 
hind when the psyllid feeds 
on a citrus tree’s leaves. 
The tree continues to pro¬ 
duce useable fruit, but 
eventually disease clogs 
the vascular system. Fruit 
falls, and the tree slowly 
dies. 

The psyllid isn’t native to 
Florida, but it is believed to 
have arrived from some¬ 
one who perhaps unknow¬ 
ingly brought a slip of a 
tree from Asia. Some think 
it then spread on the winds 
of hurricanes a decade 
ago. There is no cure for 
greening, and no country 
has ever successfully erad¬ 
icated it. 



In this Wednesday, July 31, 2014 photo, the Asian Citrus Psyllid is shown on a lemon tree in a 
greenhouse at the University of Florida Citrus Research and Education Center, in Lake Alfred, Fla. 

Associated Press 


All of that has Florida’s 
growers in a frenzy to find 
a way to stop it. 

“It feels like you’re in a 
war,” said Ellis Flunt Jr., 
whose family owns 5,000- 
plus acres of orange 
groves and is part of the 
co-op that contributes to 
Florida’s Natural, the third- 
largest juice brand in the 
country. 

Hunt estimates he’s spend¬ 
ing some $2,000 an acre 
on production costs, a 100 
percent increase from 10 
years ago. Much of that 
goes toward nutrients and 
spraying to try to control 
the psyllids. The thought of 
the demise of his farm — of 
Florida citrus — gnaws at 
him. 

“We can’t let this thing go 
down on our watch,” he 
said. 

Nearly all of the state’s cit¬ 
rus groves are affected in 
varying degrees by green¬ 
ing disease, and research¬ 


ers, growers and experts 
agree that the crisis has 
already started to com¬ 
promise Florida’s promi¬ 
nence as a citrus-growing 
region. Florida is second 
in the world, behind Brazil, 
in growing juice oranges, 
producing about 80 per¬ 
cent of juice in the U.S. 

This past growing season, 
the state produced 104 
million boxes of oranges, 
which comprise the bulk of 


iconic image of Florida 
and how if has drawn 
people here fo smell the 
orange blossoms in the 
spring and look forward fo 
thaf Christmas gift of fresh 
Florida citrus,” said state 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Adam Putnam, whose 
family has grown oranges 
since the early 1900s. 

"It will have a ripple effect 
throughout the economy 
if we can’t get our arms 
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In this Friday, July 25, 2014 photo, Nick Howell, 13, a member 
of the McLean family who owns Uncle Matt's organic orange 
juice company, places a vial containing the tamarixia wasp to 
release in their orange groves in hopes of combating the citrus 
greening disease, in Clermont, Fla. Associated Press 


Florida’s overall citrus crop. 
In 2003, two years before 
greening was discovered 
and prior fo several devas¬ 
tating hurricanes, 243 mil¬ 
lion boxes were picked. 
“This affects the whole 
state. The economic im¬ 
pact. The landscape. The 


around this disease.” 
Experts say that if a solu¬ 
tion isn’t found, Florida’s 
entire citrus industry — with 
its 75,000 jobs — could col¬ 
lapse. Compounding the 
problem is the timing of 
it: The disease coincides 
with an increase in foreign 


competition and a de¬ 
crease in juice consump¬ 
tion as health-conscious 
consumers count carbs. 
In July, U.S. orange juice 
retail sales fell to the low¬ 
est level in 12 years for a 
second consecutive four- 
week period. 

The war room in the fight 
against the yellow dragon 
is found in Lake Alfred, 30 
miles southwest of Walt 
Disney World, in a nonde¬ 
script cluster of buildings at 
the University of Florida’s 
Citrus Research and Edu¬ 
cation Center. 

There, some of the world’s 
top citrus researchers — 
from the U.S., China, Brazil, 
India — slouch over mi¬ 
croscopes and peer into 
makeshift greenhouses, 
hoping to unlock the puz¬ 
zle that is greening. They 
talk about nucleotides 
and genomes like regular 
folks order a sandwich. 

The researchers are con¬ 
centrating on two things: 
a short-term workaround 
that will allow existing trees 
to survive, and a long-term 
solution — possibly three to 
five years away — to de¬ 
velop a greening resistant 
tree. 

“A lot of people are look¬ 
ing for miracle cures,” said 
Jude Grosser, a horticul¬ 
ture professor who has 
spenf his 30-year career 
developing citrus variet¬ 
ies and is now focused on 
solving greening. “But the 
answer for greening will be 
a number of different piec¬ 
es. Our part is the genetic 
resistance to the disease.” 
Some growers are tak¬ 
ing matters into their own 
hands. Rick Kress, president 
of Southern Gardens Citrus, 
has hired a private team 
of researchers to work on 
genetically engineering a 
greening resistant tree with 
the DNA from spinach. He 
understands that introduc¬ 
ing juice from a genetical¬ 
ly modified orange would 
create another hurdle be¬ 
cause of the public’s per¬ 
ception of such foods. 

But the alternative — no 
juice at all — is unthink¬ 
able. 

“Irrespective of the chal¬ 
lenges,” Kress insisted, 
“Florida orange juice is not 
going to go away.'O 
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‘Guardians’ retakes box office, tops summer films 



This undated image released by Disney - Marvel shows, from left, Zoe Saldana, the character 
Rocket Racoon, voiced by Bradley Cooper, Chris Pratt, the character Groot, voiced by Vin Diesel 
and Dave Bautista in a scene from “Guardians Of The Galaxy”. 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — “Guard¬ 
ians of the Galaxy” be¬ 
came the summer’s top¬ 
grossing movie at the North 
American box office with a 
$17.6 million weekend that 
narrowly bested the young 
adult melodrama “If I Stay," 
while the long-delayed “Sin 
City" sequel, “A Dame to 
Kill For," flopped. 

With an estimated $17.6 
million in its fourth week¬ 
end of release, the Marvel 
space adventure passed 
“Transformers: Age of Ex¬ 
tinction” to become the 
summer’s biggest domestic 
hit with a cumulative total 
of $252 million. The film, re¬ 
leased by Disney, was an 
unlikely August sensation 
(late summer is usually an 
afterthought in Hollywood’s 
lucrative summer season) 
that helped the box office 
rebound somewhat after 
big-budget sequels like 
“The Amazing Spider-Man 
2” and “How To Train Your 
Dragon 2” failed to ignite 
the multiplexes. 

“This movie just couldn't 
have come at a better 
time,” said Paul Derga- 
rabedian, senior media an¬ 
alyst for box-office tracker 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Miley 
Cyrus said when she stole 
the night at last year's MTV 
Video Music Awards, she 
didn't realize her impact 
and influence. Now, the 
singer says she wants to use 
her powers for good. 

The 21-year-old is assisting 
the Hollywood homeless 
center My Friend's Place 
by launching a Prizeo cam¬ 
paign, urging her fever¬ 
ish fans to donate to the 
cause assisting homeless 
youth. Cyrus brought a 
member of the center as 
her date to Sunday's VMAs 
at The Forum in Inglewood, 
California, letting him ac¬ 
cept her award for video 
of the year. 

“I think what I realized af¬ 
ter my last performance at 


Rentrak. “When we were 
really down and out in the 
summer box office — at 
one point down 20 percent 
from last year — ‘Guard¬ 
ians' came along and 
injected life. What is sur¬ 
prising is that it was a film 
launched in August.” 

The Warner Bros, tearjerker 
“If I Stay” failed to top the 
box office with a weekend 
haul of $16.4 million, ac¬ 
cording to studio estimates 
Sunday. 

In the film, a co-production 
between MGM and New 
Line Cinema, Chloe Grace 
Moretz stars as a teen in a 
coma after a car accident. 
It came in third place be¬ 
hind Paramount's reptile 
reboot “Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles," which made 
$16.8 million in its third 
weekend. 

Dan Fellman, head of 
domestic distribution for 
Warner Bros., said the stu¬ 
dio was pleased with the 
performance of “If I Stay” 
considering its $11 million 
production budget. Ad¬ 
vance tracking on the film 
had forecast a box office¬ 
topping result, but track¬ 
ing had also expected “Sin 
City: A Dame to Kill For" to 
open in the mid-teens. It 


the VMAs, I didn’t realize 
my platform, I didn't real¬ 
ize my power and I didn’t 
realize my voice and how 
loud it is,” Cyrus said in an 
interview Monday. “And I 
thought, you know, rath¬ 
er than sit here and talk 
about, ‘Oh, on every news 
cover, every time you go 
to AOL or wherever you go 
everybody's sitting there 
talking about me,’ instead 
of using it as a negative, 
how can I use it as a posi¬ 
tive? If I’m going to be 
speaking this loud, what 
am I trying to scream at the 
world? And this is it. It's kind 
of a wake-up (call), which 
is what I had to do." 

Cyrus said the high of win¬ 
ning awards and memora¬ 
ble performances doesn’t 
last long, unlike her charity 
work. 


made just $6.5 million. 

“This is a complete miss," 
said Erik Lomis, the Wein¬ 
stein Co.’s distribution 
chief. “Obviously, we're 
very, very disappointed in 
the numbers. We definitely 
did not see it coming in like 
this.” 

The hurt was particularly 
acute, Lomis said, because 
it happened with a long¬ 
time Weinstein Co. col- 

constant 


“This fills you up and it feels 
good for a long time.... I feel 
incredible today. I feel like I 
have a jet strapped to me 
and I am ready to take off 
from this,” she said. “I feel 
like there's a way that I can 
incorporate everything I do 
in the future around youth 
homelessness.... It just gives 
me more of a purpose. I tell 
everybody, I mean, dying a 
pop star is not what I want 
to have on my tombstone.” 
For the campaign, Cyrus is 
asking fans to donate $5 
through Sept. 21, which will 
enter them in a raffle. Win¬ 
ners will meet Cyrus at her 
Sept. 28 concert in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

“I can’t really stop until 
I reach this goal. ... I just 
want to give my fans a real 
reason to use their pow¬ 
er for much more than a 


laborator, director Robert 
Rodriguez. He helmed the 
first “Sin City" film, which 
opened with $29.1 million 
in 2005 and made $159 mil¬ 
lion globally. But nine years 
is a long time to wait for 
a sequel, and clearly the 
novelty of the film's digital 
adaptation of Frank Miller’s 
black-and-white graphic 
novels wore off with both 
moviegoers and critics. 


VMA,” she said of winning 
the fan-vote top award 
Sunday night. Cyrus had a 
breakthrough year with she 
released “Bangerz” in 2013, 
which achieved platinum 
status and featured the hits 
“Wrecking Ball" and “We 
Can’t Stop.” 

The former Disney star said 
she’s working on new mu¬ 
sic with the Flaming Lips, 


The faith-based high school 
football film “When the 
Game Stands Tall” opened 
with $9.1 million for Sony. 
Estimated ticket sales for 
Friday through Sunday at 
U.S. and Canadian the¬ 
aters, according to Rent¬ 
rak. Where available, latest 
international numbers are 
also included. Final domes¬ 
tic figures will be released 
on Monday. 


but said she's not pressur¬ 
ing herself to match her 
previous success or rush out 
new material to build mo¬ 
mentum. 

“With anything right now, I 
am just focusing on being 
the happiest and the best 
I can be because there 
were years I had to give out 
a lot of energy and now it’s 
taking it all in,” she said. 


Miley Cyrus: I’m in 
gratitude of life’ 



Miley Cyrus poses with the award for Video of the Year in the 
press room at the MTV Video Music Awards at The Forum on 
Sunday, Aug. 24, 2014, in Inglewood, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Author’s ode to crosswords is right on the mark 


DINESH RAMDE 
Associated Press 

“The Crossword Century: 
100 Years of Witty Word¬ 
play, Ingenious Puzzles, 
and Linguistic Mischief” 
(Gotham Books), by Alan 
Connor 

If you love solving cross¬ 
words, you know how it 
feels to be in the fraternity. 
There's the rush of match¬ 
ing wits with a mysterious 
puzzle-maker, the thrill of 
nailing an elusive answer 
and the satisfaction of fill¬ 
ing in the final square. 
There’s a charm in playing 
the game, a charm that 
can be hard to describe. 
But Alan Connor, a Brit¬ 
ish quizmaster who writes 
a column on crosswords 
for the Guardian newspa¬ 
per, is more than up to the 
challenge. 

Connor is the author of “The 
Crossword Century: 100 
Years of Witty Wordplay, 
Ingenious Puzzles, and Lin¬ 
guistic Mischief.” The book 
details the history and evo¬ 
lution of crosswords since 
the first one appeared in 
1913. But what makes it 
such a fun read is Con¬ 
nor's evident passion for all 
things crossword. 


n THE 

CROSS 

WORD 

CENTURY 



This book cover image re¬ 
leased by Gotham shows 
“The Crossword Century: 100 
Years of Witty Wordplay, In¬ 
genious Puzzles, and Linguis¬ 
tic Mischief,” by Alan Connor. 

Associated Press 


“The moments you spend 
in a puzzle have the poten¬ 
tial to shut out the outside 
world for a blessedly silent 
period,” he says. “You re¬ 
turn refreshed from a hap¬ 
pier place.” 

Indeed. Solvers recognize 
that feeling, but it's nice 
to be reassured that oth¬ 
ers share our appreciation. 
Crosswords are largely a 
solitary affair, so it's easy to 
lose sight of how many oth- 


Rare copy of Superman 
comic book fetches $3.2M 


JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A rare, 
nearly flawless copy of 
Superman's comic-book 
debut has sold for a su¬ 
per-powered price: $3.2 
million. New York comics 
dealers Stephen Fishier 
and Vincent Zurzolo said 
Monday they submitted 
Sunday's record-setting 
bid in the eBay auction for 
Action Comics No. 1, the 
1938 book in which the su¬ 
perhero first appeared. It’s 
believed to be the highest 
price ever paid for a com¬ 
ic book, surpassing $2.1 
million for a similarly high- 
quality copy of the same 
book in 2011. “It's hard to 
believe that a kid’s 10-cent 
comic could be worth that 
much money, but it is Su¬ 
perman. That's an iconic 
thing,” Fishier said. “It’s 
the first time anybody saw 
what a superhero was like.” 



This 2014 photo provided by 
e-Bay shows a rare, nearly 
flawless copy of Superman’s 
comic-book debut which has 
sold for $3.2 million. 

Associated Press 

EBay confirmed the price 
but said it couldn’t yet dis¬ 
close the buyer’s name. 
Created by Cleveland 
teenagers Jerry Siegel and 
Joe Shuster. □ 


ers share our bond. 

Connor traces the history of 
crosswords across newspa¬ 
pers and Flollywood. But his 
deeper message is when 
he preaches charmingly 
to the choir, reaffirming to 
crossword fans without a 
hint of smugness why their 
obsession feels so satisfying. 
He clearly relishes the am¬ 
biguity of the English lan¬ 
guage, as when he re¬ 
counts clues such as “Die 
of cold?" for ICECUBE. 

He also appreciates the 
choreography between 
the puzzle creator and 
solver. 

“Yes, the constructor is aim¬ 
ing to lose gracefully and 
intends you to decrypt ev¬ 
ery clue,” he notes. “But 
that doesn’t mean the 


crossword should simply 
crumble before the novice. 
There has to be a degree 
of bloodshed.” 

One of the most interest¬ 
ing chapters is his paean 
to one of the most famous 
puzzles of all: a 1996 New 
York Times gem in which 
the solver is asked what the 
next day’s headline will be. 
The answer was designed 
so the intersecting letters 
could spell either CLIN- 
TONELECTED or BOBDOLE- 
ELECTED. 

While Connor spends plen¬ 
ty of ink appreciating the 
crossword, he also devotes 
several chapters to its British 
cousin, the cryptic. He tries 
to teach readers how to 
decipher a cryptic's mad¬ 
dening clues — with limited 


luck. 

For example, we're sup¬ 
posed to recognize that 
the answer to “Strange I 
should tan poorly” is OUT¬ 
LANDISH, an anagram of “I 
should tan.” Seriously? 
Despite Connor's best ef¬ 
forts, he may not inspire 
many crossword fans to 
tackle cryptics. But with his 
short chapters and crisp, el¬ 
egant writing he does give 
them a fresh appreciation 
for their crossword obses¬ 
sion. “To tackle a crossword 
is to enjoy the experience 
of your brain pulling on 
many different areas simul¬ 
taneously, working in a way 
that everyday life rarely 
calls for," he says. 
Crossword lovers will cer¬ 
tainly relate.Q 


G Unit surprises fans, 
digitally releasing 6 songs 



This Aug. 20, 2014 photo shows American rapper, entrepre¬ 
neur and actor 50 Cent, center, posing for a portrait with G-Unit 
members Young Buck, Lloyd Banks, Tony Yayo and Kidd Kidd in 
New York. 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — G Unit 
surprised fans when its 
members reunited earlier 
this summer at the year's 
biggest hip-hop concert, 
and they have another 
surprise: they digitally re¬ 
leased six new songs Be- 
yonce-style early Monday. 
The rap group dropped 
“The Beauty of Indepen¬ 
dence” extended play 
at midnight, mirroring Be- 
yonce’s successful surprise 
release of her self-titled al¬ 
bum last year. The 50 Cent- 
led group disbanded over 
the years and last released 
“T.O.S: Terminate on Sight” 
in 2008. 

50 Cent said the group, 
which released its multi¬ 
platinum debut “Beg for 
Mercy” in 2003, is more 
mature today, and that 
enhanced the creativity 
behind the new music. 

“The artist are more devel¬ 
oped than they were in the 
very beginning,” he said, 
adding that member Tony 
Yayo wrote two hooks on 
the album, a job usually re¬ 
served for 50 Cent. 

G Unit surprised the audi¬ 
ence at the Hot 97 Sum¬ 
mer Jam concert in June 


by reuniting onstage. The 
group — which includes 
Lloyd Bands, Young Buck 
and new member Kidd 
Kidd — released the album 
independently on the Car¬ 
oline label, where 50 Cent 
released the album “Ani¬ 
mal Ambition” in June after 
years of being signed to 
Interscope and Eminem’s 
Shady Records. 

“It’s clear that the passion 
for what we do is there be¬ 
cause you don’t see the 
same numbers anymore,” 
50 Cent said of the record 


Associated Press 

sales. “But it’s even more 
important that you mean 
something. For me, when I 
fell in love with (music), au¬ 
thenticity was everything.” 
The group members were 
excited and brotherly, full 
of laughs and sitting tightly 
during a recent interview. 
Try to get a question in and 
you’d fail. They said aging 
has helped them realize 
they needed to revive G 
Unit, whose hits a decade 
ago include “Stunt 101” 
and “Wanna Get to Know 
You.” □ 
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Tell It to the Camera 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2014 New York Times 

Amanda Curtis, a 34-year-old 
high school math teacher, is 
now the Democrats’ U.S. Senate 
candidate in Montana. Finally, 
a strategy for bringing down the 
average age of a senator, which 
is around 62. 

Plus, a math teacher would 
come in handy. “Elect somebody 
who knows how to count” would 
be an awesome campaign ad. 
If Curtis had the money to pay 
for any ads, which currently does 
not seem all that likely. 

“I told my husband: ‘Kevin, I’m 
really sorry I got us into this,”’ she 
recalled in a phone interview. 
“And he said: ‘Why do you have 
to be so blanking awesome?’ 
He’s very supportive.” 

I believe I speak for all Americans 
when I say that we are totally in 
favor of Kevin Curtis as a senato¬ 
rial spouse. 

It’s doubtful that we’ll be seeing 
any Curtis in Washington anytime 
soon. But in a week of so much 
dreadful news from every corner 
of the world, let’s take an op¬ 
portunity to sing a happy chorus 
to this season’s super-long-shot 
candidates. Really, where would 
we be without them? Staring at 
a ballot full of pre-elected public 
officials, that’s where. 

Montana Democrats have been 
going through what you might 
call a rough patch. First, Sen. 
Max Baucus announced that he 
was not going to run again for his 
seat. Baucus gave out the news 
early so he could concentrate 
on “serving Montana.” 

Then President Barack Obama 
offered him an ambassadorship 
to China and Baucus flat-out 
quit. 

John Walsh, the Democratic lieu¬ 
tenant governor, was appointed 
to take his place. Then The New 
York Times’ Jonathan Martin re¬ 
ported that Walsh had plagia¬ 
rized a lot of his final paper as a 
master’s candidate at the Army 
War College. The senator of six 
months announced that he was 
not going to run for a full term 
against the wealthy congress¬ 
man Republicans had nomi¬ 
nated, because he wanted to 
devote all his time to his “fight for 
Montana.” 

None of the well-known Demo¬ 
cratic names in the state were in¬ 
terested in taking Walsh’s place. 
Or the somewhat-known names. 


“I was scraping and glazing and 
puttying my storm windows,” 
said Curtis, who was chosen last 
weekend by a party conven¬ 
tion. “And the phone rang. It was 
a reporter saying: ‘John Walsh 
dropped out and they can’t find 
any other politician to run.’ The 
storm windows are still leaning 
against my house.” 

Montana has only sent one 
woman to Congress: Jeannette 
Rankin, a suffragist and pacifist 
who was elected in 1916. She 
was sworn in the same day that 
Woodrow Wilson asked Congress 
to declare war on Germany. 
Rankin voted no and was de¬ 
cried by a Helena newspaper as 
“a dupe of the Kaiser, a member 
of the Hun army in the United 
States, and a crying school¬ 
girl.” That was pretty much that. 
Rankin ran again more than two 
decades later and was elect¬ 
ed just before the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor, giving 
her the opportunity to cast the 
only vote against entering World 
War II. “Montana is 100 percent 
against you,” her brother wired 
encouragingly. That was the end 
of her congressional career. But 
she held up the torch, and in 
1968, at 87, went back to Wash¬ 
ington to lead 5,000 demonstra¬ 
tors in a women’s march against 
the war in Vietnam. 

Always happy to have a chance 
to mention Jeannette Rankin, 
who teaches us that fighting for a 
losing cause most definitely does 
not make you a losing person. 
Amanda Curtis grew up in a fam¬ 
ily rocked by divorce, alcoholism, 
financial struggles and violence. 
She fought her way through col¬ 
lege and into a teaching career. 
Her experience with students, 
she said, taught her that what 
she thought was a uniquely ter¬ 
rible childhood was actually not 
all that unusual in Montana. She 
began to get involved in com¬ 
munity groups, and, in 2012, she 
was elected to the state House 
of Representatives. 

Once in the office, Curtis began 
posting videos at the end of ev¬ 
ery day in the Legislature in which 
she stood in her office or kitchen, 
sometimes looking perky, some¬ 
times looking exhausted, and 
talked into the camera. (“Day 
73 and wait until you hear this 
.”) Her mission was part educa¬ 
tional, with heavy emphasis on 
the workings of the Business and 
Labor Committee. 

On the other hand, it was partly 
pure venting. “It was so hard to 
. not to walk across the floor and 
punch him,” she said, in a rant 
that Montana Republicans have 
already included in a mashup of 
video highlights. Their collection 
does not note that Curtis was 
talking about a debate over gay 
rights in which another lawmak¬ 
er insinuated that homosexuals 
lacked moral character. 

Imagine what it would be like if 
our senators all came home ev¬ 
ery night and posted their real 
thoughts. When they were too 
tired to self-censor. Maybe we 
should make that a requirement. 



A Funeral in Ferguson 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2014 New York Times 

Two weeks after the killing of Mi¬ 
chael Brown, we have become 
painfully familiar with his parents 
through their public appearanc¬ 
es and television interviews, their 
faces drawn, their sorrow appar¬ 
ent. 

Brown’s mother, Lesley McSpad- 
den, constantly dabbing tears 
from her face, sparing in her re¬ 
sponses, but powerfully articulat¬ 
ing her agony with the words she 
chooses. Brown’s father, Michael 
Brown Sr., with shaved head 
and full beard, a large man of¬ 
ten clad in a T-shirt emblazoned 
with the phrase “No Justice, No 
Peace” and a baby picture of his 
son. The senior Brown is stoic, res¬ 
olute in his speech, but even in 
the power of his presence there 
is the certainness that a hollow 
space has been made. 

On Monday, they are scheduled 
to bury their boy as the whole 
world watches. 

No one should know what that 
feels like. Whatever one may feel 
about the contours of this case 
- about what led Officer Darren 
Wilson to shoot the teenager, 
about the relationship of the po¬ 
lice to people of color, about the 
protests and unrest that followed, 
about the militarized police re¬ 
sponse to the unrest, about the 
quality of the investigations and 
the level of confidence people 


have in them, about the perverse 
sense of theater emerging from 
the rhythms of the days under the 
glare of media lights - we can all, 
in our shared humanity, feel for 
parents who lose a child. 

As a parent myself, I can’t fath¬ 
om the ache and inextinguish¬ 
able anguish that must accom¬ 
pany such a loss. 

Losing any loved one is painful, 
but losing a child - particularly 
in such a violent way and par¬ 
ticularly a young child - must be 
exceedingly painful. It also up¬ 
sets the order of things. Children 
should outlive you. That’s the 
way it’s supposed to be, the way 
the world and life would have it. 
But, in a moment, the world stops 
making sense. 

I don’t think anyone can be 
properly prepared to deal with 
the news of such a thing. In an 
interview with CNN’s Anderson 
Cooper on Thursday, the mother 
recounted, with tears streaming 
down her face, the feeling of 
getting the call that her son had 
been shot, before getting to the 
scene: 

“Before even getting there, 
somebody call you on the phone 
and tell you something like that, 
and you miles away. It’s terrible.” 
The father recounted the excru¬ 
ciating wait once he and the 
mother arrived on the scene and 
how upsetting it all was: 

“We couldn’t even see him. They 
wouldn’t even let us go see him. 
They just left him out there, 4 1/2 
hours, with no answers. Wouldn’t 
nobody tell us nothing.” 

It’s hard to imagine a more pain¬ 
ful scenario and the grief it must 
carry. And that grief can last for 
a very long time. 

A 2008 study published in The 
Journal of Family Psychology 
found that, understandably, 
the death of a child can have 
“long-term effects on the lives 
of parents,” including “more de¬ 
pressive symptoms, poorer well¬ 
being, and more health prob¬ 


lems.” Even that, to me, feels like 
an understatement. I am always 
in awe at the strength displayed 
by parents who lose a child and 
are immediately thrust into the 
public eye because their chil¬ 
dren cease to simply be children 
but graduate into being a cause. 
Yet, too many people have had 
to endure a similar grief, if often 
under different circumstances. 
According to ChildDeathReview. 
org, in 2010, 45,068 children ages 
0 to 19 died in the United States. 
Two-thirds died of natural causes. 
Another 8,684 died of uninten¬ 
tional injuries like car accidents 
and drowning. But 2,808 died 
as result of homicide, including 
1,790 by firearm. 

And when the person doing the 
shooting is shot not by one of 
the bad guys (people all parents 
teach children to avoid as best 
they can) but by one of the peo¬ 
ple we as a society count as one 
of the good guys (police officers 
sworn to protect and serve) there 
are obviously going to be ques¬ 
tions that need answering. 
Whenever I see parents like 
these, standing and speaking in 
the wake of tragedy, I find my¬ 
self studying their faces, imag¬ 
ining - hoping, really - that if I 
were them, I, too, would be this 
strong, that I, too, would fight on 
my child’s behalf, for justice and 
against the besmirchment of his 
or her memory. But something in 
me whispers that it’s a lie, that 
I would be overcome and in¬ 
consolable, that so much of me 
would die with my child that not 
enough of me would be left to 
carry on. 

So the least I think all of us can do, 
in consoling solidarity, is to join 
them in paying our last respects. 
At 10 a.m. Central time Monday, 
when the funeral is scheduled to 
begin, take a moment to think of 
them, to commiserate with two 
grieving parents, knowing they 
are in a position that none of us 
would want to be in. 
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Cloud Storage Companies Adapt as Tech Giants Enter Fray 


QUENTIN HARDY 
© 2014 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - Noth¬ 
ing concentrates minds at 
a tech startup like living in 
the middle of a price war 
between Amazon and 
Google. 

Just ask executives at com¬ 
panies like Box, Dropbox 
and Hightail. They pio¬ 
neered a new kind of In¬ 
ternet service that allows 
people and companies to 
store all kinds of electronic 
files in an easy-to-use on¬ 
line locker. But as often 
happens, the much bigger 
companies liked the idea 
so much they decided to 
do the same thing - at a 
much lower price. 

“These guys will drive prices 
to zero,” said Aaron Levie, 
co-founder and chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Box. “You do not 
want to wait for Google or 
Amazon to keep cutting 
prices on you. ‘Free’ is not 
a business model.” 

So how do you avoid free? 
Box is trying to cater to spe¬ 
cial data storage needs, 
like digital versions of X-rays 
for health care companies 
and other tasks specific to 
different kinds of custom¬ 
ers. Hightail is trying to do 
something similar for cus¬ 
tomers like law firms. And 
Dropbox? If is trying to 
make sure that its consum¬ 
er-minded service stays 
easier to use than what the 
big guys provide. 

“It's very tough just to be in 
the storage business,” said 
Brad Garlinghouse, chief 
executive of Hightail. “We 
don't think that is what 
we’re selling anymore.” 

In the tech industry, they 
call this sort of reinvention 
of the core business model 
“pivot.” Another way to de¬ 
scribe it is a fight for survival. 
Box, founded in 2005, has 
attracted $512 million in 
investment, and in March 
it filed papers for an initial 
public offering of stock. In 
July, the company said it 
had 39,000 businesses pay¬ 
ing $15 to $35 a month 
a user. It is hard to know 
how many people that is, 
since some of the business¬ 
es have just a couple of 
people, and others include 
General Electric and Eli Lilly. 
Dropbox has 300 million 
customers worldwide and 


actually runs inside Ama¬ 
zon Web Services, as do 
parts of Box. Many Drop- 
box customers pay nothing 
and get 2 gigabytes of stor¬ 
age capacity a month, the 
equivalent of 1,000 books 
or seven minutes of high- 
definition television. A ver¬ 
sion for $10 a month offers 
100 gigabytes. 

Hightail, which used to be 
called YouSendlt, says it 
has more than a half-million 
business customers paying 
$25 a month or more, de¬ 


pending on the features 
chosen. 

“There’s a place for all of 
them,” said Amita Potnis, 
an analyst at IDC. “Ama¬ 
zon’s focus is really comput¬ 
ing itself. The smaller ones 
have to focus on ways busi¬ 
nesses actually use it.” For 
example, she said, the ser¬ 
vices can help companies 
collaborate with each oth¬ 
er online instead of sending 
emails back and forth with 
attachments. 

While devices and apps 
get most of fhe attention, 
data storage is every bit as 
important, particularly as 
objects like phones, tab¬ 
lets, cars and thermostats 
become appendages of 
the Internet. Throw in trends 


like collaboration and big 
data analysis, and all those 
bits of data become more 
dynamic than something in 
a file cabinet. They are fluid 
and being entered and re¬ 
trieved from many points. 
Managing all that data 
should be a good business. 
The problem for everyone is 
price. Amazon and Google 
have for years decimated 
competition in their respec¬ 
tive fields of Internet adver¬ 
tising and retail. As the two 
companies move to domi¬ 


nate cloud computing, 
including online storage, 
they are turning that relent¬ 
lessness on each other. 

In March, Google celebrat¬ 
ed the unification of several 
cloud computing services 
with price cuts of 68 per¬ 
cent for most customers, 
to 2.6 cents a gigabyte a 
month, about one-quarter 
the price of Dropbox’s pre¬ 
mium consumer service. 
Amazon’s Web Services, 
which had cut prices at 
least four times since 2008, 
responded with cuts of its 
own, including one cut to 
2.75 cents a gigabyte for 
large amounts of storage, 
and just a penny a month 
for data used less frequent¬ 
ly. It has made further price 


cuts on other types of stor¬ 
age since then. Many ex¬ 
pect Microsoft, which runs 
its own big cloud business, 
called Azure, to follow with 
similar cuts. 

Even by the standards of 
computing, where services 
seem almost invariably to 
become cheaper and fast¬ 
er, storage prices have had 
an exceptional fall. The first 
gigabyte storage device in 
1980 typically cost $120,000 
and weighed 550 pounds. 
Amazon’s cloud-based 


storage might cost 12 cents 
a year. 

None of the smaller online 
storage companies doubt 
that Amazon and Google 
can make seemingly im¬ 
possible pricing moves. 
Both companies also have 
a scale that means even 
the tiniest profit can be 
huge. 

AWS brags that almost all 
of Netflix, and Amazon it¬ 
self, is inside its cloud, along 
with hundreds of other sub¬ 
stantial companies. 

Apple’s iCIoud storage ser¬ 
vice and other parts of Ap¬ 
ple, along with operations 
at several large banks, run 
inside AWS, say people fa¬ 
miliar with the service who 
spoke on the condition 


they not to be named so 
they could sustain relations 
with the powerful cloud 
company. 

Amazon would not com¬ 
ment on confidential cus¬ 
tomer agreements. An Ap¬ 
ple spokesman noted that 
Apple had its own data 
centers in four locations in 
the United States and said 
“the vast majority” of data 
in services like iTunes, maps 
and the App Store ran on 
its own computers. Apple 
uses other facilities as well, 


he said. 

Google does not have any¬ 
thing like the Amazon cus¬ 
tomer list, but its computer 
network is probably the 
largest corporate network 
in the world. It includes 
custom-made computing 
and power systems and 
several thousand engineers 
to keep it running. Accord¬ 
ing to one person with 
knowledge of the system, 
Google spends about $2 
billion a quarter on its com¬ 
puting infrastructure. 
Google would not com¬ 
ment on its costs. In an 
email, Tom Kershaw, a 
product manager for 
Google's cloud service, 
predicted more cost-cut- 
ting. □ 



Microsoft's cloud server rows at its data center in Quincy, Wash., in an undated handout photo. As bigger companies slide onto 
the data-storage market. Box, Dropbox and Hightail are rethinking their core business models, focusing on specific industries or 
bolstering customer service. 

(Richard Duvall via The New York Times) 

















